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This volume of Speeches of Lady Reid, appearing 
in print, after her departure from the Government 
House, Shillong, is appropriately named “ Wake up. 
Women of Assam!” as tliese speeches are really intended 
to inspire the ^Vomen of Assam and awaken them to 
their duties and responsibilities in connection with the 
all-round improvement of the mothei's of the nation. 
Lady Reid’s Speeches, which are interesting and 
instructive in themselves, will be appreciated by all 
who take keen interest in Women’s educational 
advancements, hygienic and sanitary improvements, 
medical care of school children and Malermty_ and 
Child Welfare activities. Of the inspiring ideals 
contained in the Speeches, she was herself a living 
embodiment. She was practically the life and soul of 
all Women’s Welfare Works in Assam— Educational, 
Medical, Industrial and Political. She was the 
fountain-head of inspiration beliind the Anti-Tuber- 
culosis Association, Indian Red Cross Society (Assam 
Branch), Girls Guides Association, Assam Industries’ 
Association, Assam Women’s Educational League, 
Waur-Work Parties, Women’s Voluntary Service and 
such other humanitarian organisations, as will be 
evident to the readers of this volume. 

As one intimately connected with the Department 
of Education, I can testify to the ever wakeful 
endeavours of Lady Reid to lead the Women of Assam 
from darkness unto light, from death unto life, from 
poverty to wealth, from bondage to emancipation. I 
quote below from a message I gave to the Secretary, 
Assam Women’s Education League, as a Foreward to 
the Report of the Annual Conference of the League : — 
“ Assam Women’s Educational League is very 
fortunate in having for its Founder-President a I^y 
who has given a strong and healthy le^ to all philan- 
thropic and' educational movements in Bengal and 
Assam, specially those that promote the welfare and 
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nl uoi.ioi 1 1\ Ri i<1 lias cainc'd the 

^^ratittidt* nl all i f i,s Ia a MKi.uinu; licisolf with ev'try 
111 fitutiun am »ti ,.iin aiu n that serks tri a<i\ inre the 
ethiraii«i!i <il w tijirn md .diH' at huildiii'ji up healthy. 
Ii.»pp\ Hid p*a»ihil hnims atvl dtAelupini' a better 
mutlu-rlioud hi Iiulia. 'I he \\(nncn\ Lducation 
l.ea..ue (( undid In hei iti .\«-'am ha* the prospect of 
tuimtit.t\ns liiineintna pictnu of heaten, of love 
and liuuc'will .uid sirtkc and us« ftil activities in this 
Frovime. Hie keuiinien t evinced bv her in the 
refoim of < dm atloii, and'^ptiiarv of education in the 
larlui stai,t> wliuh< an be elln ted liv' establishing 
(ontcUt and svnipathv anil understanding between 
paieuts and tiaihiis, lH‘lwci.n tcadiers and pupils and 
betwien jiaitnts and tliildrtn,- has led her to get two 
tM elli lit books ot C harlot lee Mason translated into 
Bi'iigah, liz. “ Home lalucation ” and “ Parents and 
Children" I have no doubt the Women’s Educational 
League will try to popularise such publications as they 
.serve to countciact the materialistic oudook on life and 
education of the modern age.” 

The lirst of the speeches in this volume shows her 
sympathy w th the Deaf .indl the Dumb and the Blind 
and such other aflliclcd children of the province. 
Thanks to her kind initiative, .kssam lias been able to 
secure as many as twenty free seats in the Calcutta 
Blind School^ for our poor blind children. 

May this volume of Speeches serve as a golden 
link between Lady Reid and her sisters in Assam, for 
whom she sacrificed so much of her comforts and 
leisure hours and devoted so much of her delicate care 
and thought and service. 

I am deeply grateful to Lady Reid for her 
generous permission to have this volume printed and to 
have the sale proceeds utilised for the Sylhet Deaf and 
l^mb School. My grateful thanks are also due to 
the Government of Assam for their kind approval of 
the same. 


m 22st April 1942. 


S. a ROY. 
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L TOWARDS BETTER EDUCATION -(FROM 
DARKNESS UNTO UGHTj 

1. The Sylhet Deaf and Dumb School (]7ih 
November, 1941). 

I am \ci\ i(ldd to have this opportunity of 'teeing 
the Deaf and Dumb School in Sylhet. 

It was catly in 1937 when we w’ere still in Bengal 
that I visited the Calcutta Deaf and Dumb School and 
was tremendousl) impressed by the wonderful results 
achieved b> their methods and b> the marvellous 
patience and perseverance of the teachers which made 
it possible to achieve such results One of the students 
there then was a lad from *\ssam, and he came up to 
me and standing in front of the class he made a most 
moving appeal for help for the many others in ^\ssam 
afflicted as he was and who had not had the advan- 
tages he had had. I promised him that when I went 
to Assam I would do what I could for his fellow-coun- 
trymen. This promise I was not able to keep for 
wnen I pleaded for some steps to be taken I was told 
that where there was not enough Government money 
to educate normal children how should such money be 
spent on the abnormal. However, as it happens in so 
many instances, when the education authorities see 
private enterprise and initiative making a bold and 
successful venture they are ready enough to come to 
the help of those who have had the courage to start 
such enterprises. So it has been in this case and I am 
glad indeed that the courage and initiative displayed 
by those who started this School is now recognised 
and appreciated not only by the Ministry but by all 
the Members of the Legislature. 

In 1938 and 1939 we were back in Bengal and so 
it happens that this is my first visit to you. 

Lady Twynam left a note for me after her visit 
to you in 1939. She was much impressed by the ex- 
cellent start made here and by the kindness of Mr. 
Roberts in lending the building for the School. I am 
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vrrv trhil to note that the Assam Oil Company award 
two htiixmN for p^^pils who arc the children of their 
(•mphrtros. I would make a fervent appeal to the 
\m manv employcis of labour throughout the Pro- 
vince to ‘*{‘(' whether they too could not afford the 
v< rv moderate c harges here for one or possibly two 
sUpends. Tbere must be few amongst us who have 
not srftme experience of the tragedy of deafness amongst 
our own loved ones. When deafness comes with the 
pastxtge of time it is sad indeed, but what of those who 
have never h< >ird, who have been bom deaf and th( re- 
forc dumb? Tliat is indeed a cruel bondage. This 
was the description <if Helen Keller, who lost her 
sight and hearing at the age of 7, given by one who 
knew her well. “ A little savage, perverse, destruc- 
tive, a rebel locked within prison vfells Helen 
Keller has become a legendary figure, and has been 
ranked by Mark Twain as a character equal in inte- 
rest to Napoleon. She has travelled the world over 
and addressed large gatherings in all the principal 
cities of the world. Her description of places and 
people are arresting and conspicuous for their insight 
and penetration. The world would have been a very 
much poorer place but for the love and devotion of 
that wonderful woman, Anne Sullivan Macy, who set 
herself the task of liberating this great soul from its 
prison bars. We may well ask, is the world still not 
missing much through lost opportunities? Everyone 
has something to give to the world and to posterity. 
It may be much, or it may be little, according to our 
own efforts, but to leave the deaf and dumb locked 
within pi^n walls with no opportunity to develop the 
soul within them is not only cruelty to the individual 
but a terrible waste to the Nation. 

We who have so much to, enjoy in life, the lovely 
sight of Nature, the loved tones of the voices of those 
dear to us, the delights of music, the wealth of know- 
ledge available to us through our senses of sight and 
betuing, how oan we bear to leave any in such misery 
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(klJtKcd ()j .ill tlu>s(' uondnful things? Thtrc are 
in. Ill) ul.o li.iM- tin* will i«> hr p without the nrressary 
kiiowlrih^r. A vri) uuuilu trainhig needed to 
hr]]) tlure haiulii.ipprd h) deafness or blindnesis but 
I think thru* would hr no l.irk of smh teachers it the 
c.dl for them was sent out diul if the means w'erc avail- 
.ihlc to h.i\r ihtm not only trained but employed after 
tiainimj. llie Indian temperament seems to me to 
hr ])ctnlinrlv suited to this work ; the infinite patience 
whii b is leijuutd, and the genileness \shich is inherent 
in the Indian t ommunitles of Bengal and Assam, for 
I speak onl) of those I know, are all such qualities a^ 
are needed in this woik. There must be many living 
behind prison bais in Assam, kept perimps from sight 
and sound of othtTs for fear ol shame. But the shame 
is not for those w ho liavC cluldrcn afilictcd in these 
ways but for such as do not bestir themselves to get 
the specialised teachmg these cluidrcn need. The 
hardest thing of all, 1 find, in Assam is to get anything 
across to the people for whom it is intended. Surely 
one labours often in vain ! One cannot expect to 
reach the illiterate parents of deaf and dumb children 
but employers of Labour, Schoolmasters, the Religious 
Leaders of the people, surely these could apply on 
beh.oH* of such children for the helping hand which 
cannot otherwise be extended to them. 

In conclusion I would congratulate very heartily 
Mr. Ghakrabarty to whom we owe the start of this 
School and Mr. Bhatuchcrjcc and Mr. Baidyanath 
Mookerjee for the great support they have given. 
They must be glad indeed at the very excellent pro- 
gress made already. 1 hope that future progress may 
be much more commensurate with the needs of the 
afflicted children of the Province, I hope that the time 
may come when •every deaf and dumb child in the 
Province may find the opportunity to escape from the 
prison bars of his or her affliction and become of real 
service to humanity and a souri^ of happiness in them- 
selves. 



4 


2. \a, IsuMiguratioa of Assam Women’s Education 
League May 22^ 1940;. 


Wo hiivo tonit' hero today in order to launch a 
now Sitniity <»r Wonn*n*s League for the purpose of 
furthorini^ tho causo of otUuatitm amongst the women 
uiul gills of tho Province. 

I \Nould like to express our thanks to the Dir^tor 
of Publk Instruction who in sending us his good wishes 
•states that he would welcome such a League. 

1 think .ho cjuostions we need to ask ourselves are, 
lirstly, is suth a league necessary or advisable and 
secondly, il il is st), how are we going to work it to the 
maximum 1)011061 of the eausc for which it stands ? 

To the ijuestion — ‘is Govcmnient doing all it can 
for the education of the girls of the Province’ we have 
only to Iwik at the comparative figures for boys’ edu- 
cation and that of giils. 1 will just take two items out 
of the Budget figures for 1940-41. For that year the 
provision on account of Government Secondary Schools 
for Boys is Rs.8,40,975 and that for similar schools for 
mrls R8,94,418 or about one-ninth. For ^ants to non- 
Government Secondary Schools the provision is Boys — 
Rs.2,87,442 and for Girls Rs.76,906, or about one- 
fourth. 

A forecast on May 8th of a literacy campaim in 
a certain town of Assam stated that the Municipal 
Board had decided to introduce compulsory free pri- 
mary education “to affect boys only”. I have seen 
many girls’ schools in Assam and the sad conclurion to 
which I have been driven is that, apart from mission- 
ary schools, anything is reckoned to be good enough 
for the girls. I have seen girls herded together in 
tiimbk*down buildings, in some cases faindr^ fiom 
Ihe heat and stuiBness of the congested room. These 
arts the girls who wili very soon fee the mothers of tihe 
new generation and it is m these very years of adole- 
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sccnce that their health hhnulil be Ci>ns« ivcd and plusi- 
cal stamina he built up and not impaired in this way. 

1 think I do not need to '.tu'ss the point that unless the 
mothers are ethicati‘d, the children are dcprivtxl in 
the first all-important years of their childhood of what 
they most need, the «‘n!itjhtencd atmosphere of an 
educated home. Never can the wasted time of those 
early years be made up. Bad habits will have been 
formed wliich may persist through life, habits of idle- 
nes.s, disobedience and self-indulgence — all these might 
have been prevented by right training and it is the 
young mothers who have tlie honour and privilege of 
bringing up tlie new generation in their infancy and 
early childhood. The conviction that the education of 
the succeeding generation is the chief business of every 
age is one we should do well to cherish. The girls 
must be educated if they arc going to become mothers 
of worthy sons and daughters. No amount of train- 
ing in Health and Hygiene and better standards of 
living is of any avail unless these principles arc part 
of the daily life of the home, the atmosphere of which 
depends entirely upon the women within its walls. 
Educate the women and they will raise the standard 
of life, and it will be their pride to bring up such 
children as will become good citizens and a credit 
to any nation. 

So I think otir first step is clear. We must de- 
mand a greater impetus in the education of the girls 
of the Province and we must demand tltat it should 
be a well-balanced education. We want our girls to 
be Home-makers in every sense of the word. 

But here I would offer a word of warning. 
There is a great tendency at the present time to 
stress the advantages of utilitarian Vacation. Many 
seem to think that book learning is a waste of time 
and argue that the time spent on books would be of 
far more value if it was spent on training youth for 
specialised jobs. One great nation has made this 
mistake and because df It the whole world is stepped 
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m sdiioA au ! siill»i,ju, \ JUMt oducatimiiNt, Miss 
( IiiiIm ' \1 1 '1 \ui>t 111 ••tirrm.uiN has pur- 

siiitl ,1 ill K 111 ) i III) III' Dt'imuuk and 

Siamliiunii. **H r HI in, inu, lia\c Ivon s^ieat, 
inulud 1)\ tla u*( i m 1 ii'inix and. it’ ut* will onlv 

lonunilii thi 1( >isuii. th« u.u jus shnwii us how 
iiiiilc is (It I 1 nation whith all nds no moral or 
intilluiial uplili, no n.i ti\ li4\lui than the Icarn- 
h's pit nil n , H.iiita;i an t. i ol thi **tatc. 
(nrnians lui um inoiaMv o.nkiiipt lor a season 
onlv, 1(1 n-i liooe not sohK Im mse of iho wai but 
as the itsuh of an (ilmataei whith iiii at*! the thint'S 
ol the spun or wave thest a n nninal t>kve uni a 
pool iMideiin.' in a utilitHi.in svllabnf’. These 
wolds ail, alas !, {ven mou tine tiMlav than in lt>2) 
and tiei many’s moial InnktiijM V i, even mire pro- 
loimd. I think we are foi tuna < that in \ sarn this 
([ucstion fus been investiitaletl by \our education 
authoiities an\l the « hoh e has hiHii made afiainst a 
purely utilitarian education. 

The man in the slieet is apt to blame Hitler for all 
that hapficns in CJennany, but it must not Ijc fortjoUen 
that a people must voluntaii!> t*ive up their free will 
hel ore any one man (.in obtain such i preponderating 
inHuente. Tree will is the most precious posscbsion of 
m.vu and no man h.is a right to deprive himself of 
that, or he debases himself to the status of a slave. 
I‘’ri cdom is not licence but is the deliverance from all 
forms of slavery, whether it be the slavery of men’s 
passions or the slavery of ordered forms of violence. A 
lilx'Tal (‘ducation should set both men and women free, 
so that they may become the slaves of no man, but 
learn to have a right judgment in all things. 

The present system of Government in India is 
based on a democratic ideal. Fortunately for us we 
arc not asked to say whether this is suited to India or 
not. But what it means for us is that we have the way 
open of bringing the wishes of the women of the Pro- 
vtsce to the notice of the Legislature. For this purpose 
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wr n<«l .» l)a<k«(I Irt the siip- 

piiit of .1 vd'-t l>u(l\ ^)f^\r^nnn. It '.houM lx* iii iin sort 
of way a polit’c.il IwuK but its whole purpose shoulil 
be to funlui tLc(aii>i of tdiJCJiiiim anionu t the wo- 
men and twirls of the Pros hue u rc-pcetK c of v\lute\<i 
Parly is m power. 

Wc have a parable iu our Scriptures from which 
wc can, I think, draw a useful lesson — “ TIutc was in 
a city a Judcn*. whieh feared not God, neither re'^aided 
ni.in*: And tlun* w.is a widosv in th.it rity ; and she 
tame unto him sas’iie. Ave-noe me of mine adserSiTj. 
\nd he would not for a while ; but afterward he said 
within himself. Though I fear not God, nor ic£>ard 
m.ui, vet because’ tliis widow tnmbleth me, I w’ill 
avenge her, lest by licr continual coming she weary 


Par be it from me to cast aspersions on the 
Hon'ble Minister for Education by likening him to 
the unjust Judge, but I think the principle of “ con- 
tinual wearjnng” is one wc may well adopt. 

In this connection I would again stress that party 
politics should never come into tto Association. The 
clangoi ^ of such a movement being captured for party 
purpo5.es are clear, but I for one am convinced that the 
strength of the movement will lie in its complete 
detachment from politics ; it should have one single 
aim, the advancement of the cause of education 
amongst the women and girls of Assam and we shall 
have to treat whoever is the Hon’ble Minister for Edu- 
cation, of whatever Government is in power, in the 
same way as the importunate widow treated the unjust 
Judge of the Parable. 

Our method must be constitudonal. We must 
organise ourselves into a body which is able to shew by 
its numbers that it represents the women of Assam and 
by its well ordered meetings that it is able to put up 
wdl considered Resolutions to Government so that it 
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may tomniaitd tlw attt*«lj(»n and icspett of all. I be- 
lli \< that some inav say \vi* have already an Assam 
Hiamh of the All-India Women’s conference. Why 
i.uinot that fumtion lor this purpose ? I agree tliat 
the purjxise nl furtlunng the tause of Education is one 
of till aims of that ( luiference, but I do not think 
time is any hat in in hasing several organisations. 
Many stieams unite to form a big riser and it may well 
he that hs a print ss of trial and error the right system 
may he isidsid, the best be taken fiom each and even- 
tually thtough amalgamation or ulhliation tlicre may 
be one ittognised soke s|x*aking on behalf of the 
ssoinen of Assam. 

lliis I knosv is Miss ben’s opinion and I think 
there is such to be said for it. There is cer- 
tainly a wide .sphere in which each Association 
can work without any oserlapping for some time 
to come. I would like to make it dear that this 
is pre-eminently an Association in which every school 
teaeluT in Assam should join and all who wish to fur- 
ther the cause of education for women and girls in the 
Province. 

We might well take as our motto the quotation 
from Lord Halifax’s address to youth, the words of 
which are inscrilxid on the column at New Delhi which 
stands in front of Viceroy’s House 

In Thought Faith 
In Word Wisdom 

In Deed Courage 
In Life Service 
So may India be great. 
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opening of the I st Conference of the Assam 
Women's Education League 7th 
October, 19 il 


1 in it has fallen to rac 

to pres.th ,u this hr'i ( onlVn-nrc of the Assam 
Women's Ldiuaiion League. I am \ery sensible of 
the I onlide m<‘ \ou Iia\ ” teposul in me and in all 
humilits I w'll nduvatsrto i tm rtuf my duties to 
the fmtheraiKe of our loinmon aim, 

Onettfdit fust of m\ duties, and a \er)- pleasant 
one, is t(> wt << ome the Dele'iates. We want them to 
f<el that noi< nlv an* the> wehome but their presence 
ill laiye uinnbcis !■> \e‘i\ nere>>sar\' We wish to get 
light into the minds and spirit of tin* people so that 
v\( nia> scr\e them and their best interests. In this 
League c\ei\one has a part (o play and the humblest 
member of it is not by any means the least important. 

If this League is to justify itself it must ha\e a 
thorough cotnprehension of the whole subject of Girls’ 
Education in the Province, it must face the difBculties 
and pioblcms and it must look loiward. It should, in 
due course, put forward constructive criticisms and not 
be content mciely to allot blame to a Government 
which afuji all is a popular Government and should be 
interpreting the wishes of the people. 

I think that most of us feel that assistance for 
Girls* Education ha> been handed out in a very meagre 
and haphazard manner, rather like the crumbs which 
fail from the Masters’ Table. We have to adt our- 
selves if that is good enough for the Girls who are 
going to be Mothers of the new generation ? I think 
we shall all need to examine this subject very carefully. 

It seems to me that we must look at this subject 
as a whole. If girls are to be worthy mothers they 
must have healthy bodies and healthy minds. It 
is as absurd to expect intellectual progress from 
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children sufferinc: from malnutrition as to expect tliem 
tf» acquit iheraseHes creditably in walking, running 
or any other physical feats. 

It look roughly 30 years in England to comnnee 
school authorities and Parents of children of the 
inrportanc*' of this aspect of school life, and it was 
through the medium of Medical inspection of schools 
that the great change in outlook was brought about. 

“■ The inception and growth of the medical 
inspection of school children, ” wrote an old and ex- 
perienced physician in 1936, “ and all that has flowed 
from it, is the greatest social development during my 
life-time, as its direct and indirect influence has spread 
through the whole of our social life.” 

If the state of affairs revealed by the Medical 
inspection of school children proved staggering to the 
Authorities in Great Britain, what can we expect in 
India ? The value of medical inspection in schools is 
that, firstly, it unveils the physical condition of the 
nation’s children, and secondly, medical inspection 
naturally leads to medical treatment. Tliirdly, the 
School Medical Service in Great Britain arrested t he 
attention of parents, awakened their interest, and sti- 
mulated their sense of responsibility for the healtli of 
their children. You will find that this aspect of school 
life 15 one that will be discussed in this Conference, so I 
will say no more of this just now. 

As regards the education of the mind as distinct 
from that of the body, you will, I know, have this put 
before you in all its asjpects. There is the point of 
view_ that it is better to concentrate meagre resources 
on giving a better education to the few rather than to 
roread such resources over the lesser good to the many. 
It is truly a choice of evils and I can only suggest that 
the answer lies in demanding that the needs of youth 

have first call on public funds. ^ 
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\\i ill (!t‘iiluic iii( <\ils (»1 il»‘ opium luihit ami 
oi’<l , »1 \ ti it l).lni^h<*ll tiom our miilst. But 
n ill lo ik ai tlif io>tofthat campaign and think 
• < il i‘ w t\'. in wliiih all that mom*) could ha\e been 
u I d loi till 111 milt of cjirls* ^•dmatiou, are \vc not 
cntiihvl to wonder whether <m balance this nation 
V oald not h.i\e Clot better \alue if those funds had 
111 en Ui ’d to improve the lives and pmspects of the 
\< 11111:1. and eipeciahy of those who arc lo be the 
ll^othcI^ of the future Aiuhow’, our aim should be 
to trv and convince our letiislators that when funds are 
Ml limited, the cause we have before us today deserves 
jind diould ttet a fair '«haie of what is available. 

Let us he sure that the Lducation which is being 
tilieud 1 1 oui girls 's something which will stand them 
in good stead tlnough life. It lias been said that a 
little knowledge is a dangerous thing ; if it must be 
little let us make sure that the little is good. Some 
would say that that little should be of an entirely uti- 
litaiian character. Miss Mason wrote of England 
“The country of our love will not stand still ; if we 
let the people sink into the mire of a material educa- 
tion our doom is sealed.” This is just as true o 
India, if indeed it is not even more so. Do we not 
already see this awful doom working itself out in Nazi 
Germany? Is the Youtii in oar schools being rightly 
guided.'* There arc elements of magnificent heroism 
and self-sacrifice in youth, are these being exploited? 
Which of us wants youtli to follow the example of 
Hitler Youth, to hand over all freedom of thought and 
become a mere tool in the hands of despots? The 
fate of the whole freedom-loving world hangs in the 
balance. Let us clear from our eyes the film that 
clouds our vnsion. Let us look outwards rather than 
inwards, forward rather than backwaird. Let the dead 

? asl bury its dead for the world remains ever yoimg. 

buth must take the helm in the new world, but lest 
we be hurled into chaos by the unrestrained impul- 
siveness of undisciplined youth, let us demand for the 
daughters of India a balanced Education, a system of 
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rll-iln ipiii I .lilt! .1 II luiin ui ii ^pniisihilitN ,ti that 
iImIi' jliililitii .»i\ m'Kni iIk Imcliucis of a wcll- 
oiditni . let in iho‘t lii'i ol t']iil<lhoi»cl 

diould In* l.u 1 il.i* 1 •Mini. lions of thara tei. Ciuoil 
Iialiii' liiiutl ahno'i nm* iim ‘ nnidv, -’nnph In the 
loiisi.mt iqHtiUttJi ol Mith habits, nill mould the chtltl 
into thi ‘‘li ijj» and foim ol tlic i;oo(l citizen of lo- 
ini II low. 

rniililiilni ». a '•■iiso ol faie pla\. love of cleanli- 
ness ol mind .ihoI bods will lit \ei lease the child who 
lias leaiiu iliisi* at lib Motiit Ts knee, ho let us re- 
membei the rnture .ind n 'ol\e that where the daus>h- 
leis of India aie miueined noihinif Imt the best is 
C[oik 1 euouti;!i, .iiui oar aim will cser Ijc to strive for 
that IksI. 


3. Prize Distribution of the Lady Keane High 
School and College for Girls, Shillong 
(10th May, 1911). 

I am wry tjlad to be here w’ith you today for your 
Prize Giving Function. 

I am sure we have all much enjoyed the Concert 
Programme and I congratulate all the Prize Winners 
on their achievements. 1 congratulate the College 
htalFon having swept awray the last lingering Male 
Professor! Having aehieved that you will now have to 
substantiate the claim of our sex to be as good as men 
in certain professions. 

I am very glad to hear that you have become affi- 
liated to Calcutta University and I am sure you have 
done wisely in choosing the harder way of incurring 
extra expenditure rather than provide inefficient in- 
struction. Since this is the first Women’s College in 
Assam to obtain affiliation up to the B, A. Standard, it 
must aim at a high quality of achievement. I hope 
that it may be pomble for Government to help you out 
of your present difficulties. 





i Wiillli) hkt II .N to liiv VSoiiK IXtxVUli lltl* 

UilK ol th<‘ Hull SJlool alul llio.t of ihi* ( 

I iist ol all thr vouii^oi unK I would '^,i\ ilil*.; 
M.tko up \«jur imniK that now wiiili- )oa air \ouu'f 
\ou will srt up till hd>i • wliii h will slaud }ou iu ^ood 
sttad all thioadi > > n iit If i » t d i not inakr Ir'sc 
liabit't now \oa will lii < , t ]| aioir diilicult to ioini 
lh«m lain on. I In* haiut oi » ta. < lation is one that 
)ou will lurd tnoM 1 ili \ uii ik will t.ikr \ou 
far kss time and ]j ■ ol a an a nioo taiin'iryiudrtcr- 
ininr that )oa will no l<t\oni I’.oujii, wander. In 
yjur i^anu's ym n o r li iw tl. *•» wlu* » \n 1 .ar ilutsc 
who < on< cntiair on uii loli ia n . . i. Yi .ni\c'’irat 
opportunities hrie and j m nni t mi w .on appnri.ti- 
ion l>y nutkill^ the in ot oi oiin tini<‘ in ihi. heainilul 
school in these iTrautiful suiloundmes. Ihi’ in «e y%)u 
concentrate the mote you will <n|oy estiyihiin* yon 
do, whether it is work or play. 

To the Clollrge t»iils I have much I want to say. 
You arc going thiough a phase of gieat dev el jpnients. 
You may think that you ate unkiuc iu th<* pixiblems 
which confionl you and which you tiy .unily to ‘olvc, 
but let me assure you that all youth goes through (he 
period of mental adolescence. It is not only natural, 
but it would be a very poor outlook for your nation if 
it were not so. 1 know that all the youth of India to- 
day is seeing visions in a free India and it is well that 
they should. We too look forward to the day when 
India will find her Soul and become a free and united 
Nation. You are among those who will be responsible 
for the India of the future and I know that many of you 
are now preparing yourselves to be worthy to take your 
share in moulding India’s destiny. 


Remember always that the whole meaning of 
representative Government is that the Government of 
a Country represents, or repeats in itself, the charac- 
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iciittii itj thi Of iKi It i lult aiitl 

it' villtti H all* till Itiihi.wi'l tla I-’ lltr p« .(Jilt* 

Nshu ln\< p ’ il. 11 plan. St . oi ...i * sttu will 
li.ne *i(iii<‘ \»»i< i‘. 1.1,1 *1 1 ii' i« « •;»( » t nr 

nthci nl ]Hil 1,1 l.li*. ViKi ,n..\ 1 <■ nun. •. '..ti' } iKlinii-. 
nf ll,»* Vnli (* nf i*ill»ll( < ^p'l. in •*! i« li t ..Inllt* 
wiiit li i' ]<nwn till < 'I lu, it % 1.11 ..*.1) < nuiitiN 

thmu’jli til'* dii/ti ii!ti< ' .in! tiniin.i' » na h an* iIa* 
innit. ihlr p.iii'.' whit li.i... ‘ip.nw tiu hirih ni' .i '.^nat 
Xalinn. 


PnritX \niira*i\(*' lii>t lli.it \>i'i in.is fl< iii.iinl jnirily 
in pnlilii !il»*. Ki'p Man rn.i "ii Im* IVniii ]nssion and 
then niiiki’ Lon'l na* nl it. '* lliin'/iii i' caw , artiii” 
is dillmilt, .111(1 tn put niic’s tlfimlu int* .iction i*! llic 
most ditliiiill tliin<4 in tin* wi'rld 


“ Rcbdlioii is not a j'u.irantcc of independence. 
On the eoutrai), it is an acute form of prejudice”. 
Hatred in all ii> form.s K like a coirosive acid, it cats 
into the minds of all who ('nteitain such thoughts and 
dcstrojs the pure brilliance of thouc[ht. According to 
the thoughts which you harbour M> you will become, 
for thought.s shape character. Purity is, or should be, 
the essential attributes of Women. You arc at the 
threshold of Life tiud w ho kn >ws but that some of you 
ma>’ be called upon to {day a great part in public life. 
Train yourselves now as those who run in the Race 
ha\*c to train tliemsclvc.s. Obtain the mastery over 
your th.mghts as well as over your bodies. Those of 
you who become wives and mothers will have a great 
part to play in the right onlcring of your homes and of 
your children's infancy. Those most important first 
years are in your keeping. The more knowledge you 
acquire the more fitted will you become to guide the 
tender steps of early childhood. Remember always 
that “ it is knowledge that exalteth a nation, because 
out of duly ordered knowledge proccedeth righteous- 
nm and prosperity ensueth **. 
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1. Prize Giving of the Welsh Mission High Sdbu>ol 
for Girls (Kith November, 1911) 

I .im vciy tflafl 1»> have this ftp} tf)rt unity to 
sa\ a feu \\<inls ami fur this rea'on : I have had the 
opportunitt uf hecoiiiin ^ intimately <ic(|uainted with 
«o’.ue of tile uirls \\ht» have been educated at this 
School. T have >liifli(d them can fullv and I have no 
hesitation in savim? llial \ou would have to uo a very 
lonii wa% before \oti rtnikl find their eijual in sheer 
'.terliu't voidi of <liaracttr. bducalional standards 
and aehievemeuts can be jnclited by the yard .slick of 
evainin.'tions but the real te.si fif educatitm is not so 
inutli in tin' }>a»sin'jf of exatninauons as in the founda- 
tion of ehai.ictei . An ediieational deciree of a certain 
standard may be the key to ojten tin* door to a post 
uhifh will Qii\c promise of a livelihood, but what of 
the way to be travelled when the threshold has been 
crossed .* It is cltaracter alone which will bring to the 
fitrefront those who arc worthy to be the leaders of 
their nation. 

The Khasi jjcopic owe a great debt of gratitude to 
the teachers of this School who have sliowm in their 
own lives and in their devotion to duty over many 
'years steadfastness and stauachiicss of cJiaracter based 
upon strong and sincere religious fomidations. I am 
happy to be able to pay my tribute of admiration to 
those who have laboured so devotedly for the girls of 
these Hills. 

It is a sad and weary world when in spite of 
labours early and late we can see no tangible evidence 
that the work we have been trying to do has been 
worth while. 'I hat is not so here and 1 think that the 
Headmistress and Teachers in this School must feel 
very happy when they see their ^;if-pupils filling posts 
of ^eat responsibility with modesty and success. 

To the present pupils I would say— You have a 
great example in your predecessors but you have 
greater advantages than mey had. Thqr have, as it 
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wcrr, rairiptl the tunh i « «*rtaiu ''p.in, the u>rch must 
he lianili-d It’ll auil tad ii’tl t-Mf uiiwarcK and it is for 
y<»u tt» liiai lint tunli to the utmost limit of your 
strenatli. So, ,i' thes tint tun in a rare train ihem- 
sehes fill -iM’t.l .uitl enduranr*'. m> must you be vigilant 
to ttani how m these days of your prepara- 

tion li r hh- -o ih it \ou too may relleet yet iireatcr 
eretlit oil 'ttiiir nation nul leave the world a Ijottcr 
plan ioi Mill) [nissi))4 tlnouuh. 

I look foiw ml with eonftdeiu'c to the future when 
the iieNiiriia''ioii t>f "Khasi" will stand as security 
uuouchoiu India foi lova'ts loan ideal, stcadlststness 
t»ft h.iiai ter and lint attention to detail w’hich comes 
fiom an inhuite i a]iat‘it\ lor taking pai is w’hich, we are 
assured, is the hall mark ofge.nius. My best wishes go 
with you always. 


o. Girls* Inter-School Sports (April 5th, 1941) 

It is a grt‘<it joy to me to be hi re with you today. 

I remember well the first beginnings of this Sports 
Meeting for Chi Is and I have watched your progress 
year by year with sympatliy and admiration. 

You luve had ilitKculties to face and probably very 
little public sympathy. Athletic sports arc an innova- 
tion for imlian girls and some fear lest joining in 
sucli games may have the ctlcct of turning these gende 
girls into emancipateil women with mannish ways and 
beluiviour ! Such women arc disliked by all men and 
by the majority of w’omen too. I feel there is not the 
the slightest risk of that. Gentlenws and modesty arc 
thi inherent characteristics of Indian girls and no one 
need fear that these attractive traits will be imperilled 
by games or sports. Why then should we bother with 
such things as sports and what can wc learn from them ? 
I will try and tell you. Every nation has its characteris- 
tic virtues and its characteristic failings, and one is 
very often the complement of the other. A failing we 
oilen come across is the inability to keep up a sustain- 



17 


»*fl clliirt, without wliit li no i^twl can be achieved. 
Without iiiicme com cnir.itkni ami sustained effort no 
race c.in be won. So too with the Race of Life, only 
those who ii.ivele.irnt in their youth the value and 
habit {»f sustained eff(»rt will reach any goal for which 
they strive. Remember t<»o. if you do not reach your 
i»oai it is nobody's f.ii lit but your own. We arc all 
loo apt to blame our failings on to others but we do well 
to remind oul^elvcs that the seeds of success or failure 
lie within ourselves. This brincfs me to the second of 
the failiinis. which I think your encouragement of 
Sports w’ill help to eradicate. If you were running a 
race and I w.i.s to rush down on to the track, take 
some aiiTs . and aiitl nice home with her what would 
>ou think? Vou m.ay well laugh ! The immediate 
result w oitld probably be that we should both fall and 
someone else would win the race ! But what I want 
to ask you is wh\, when you are content to nm a race 
and win it, or lose it, on your own merits, you should 
expect to have your hand held and to be pushed, 
pulled or .supported in the Race of Life by those pos- 
sessing influimce or relationship with People in Autho- 
rity? This tendency is not of course confined to India 
by any m.umer of means but I think you will agree 
with me that it is a very menacing tniit in public life 
in India today. You, at all events, can learn from your 
Sports to be content to stand or fall on your merits alone 
and t<» despise the thought of being dependent on the 
favour of anyone. 

1 must congratulate all who have worked so hard 
to bring about this very^ enjoyable Sports Meeting, on 
the great success of their efforts. 

I congratulate all the Winners who well deserve 
their prizes. To the others who have not won prizes 
I say “do not be discouraged, you may be very glad 
some day to have learnt the useful if difficult lesson 
of being able not only to lose with a smile, but also to 
congratulate those who have beaten you with no 
thought of malice in your hearts”. 
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6. Opening Ceremony of the Malld Non-Sectarian 
School noiv Lady Reid Middle English School. 
(March Tth, 1942 1 

1 fet l a very proprM‘lt)ry interest in this Malki 
N<in-Sectarian School for I was certainly present, and 
liojMi that I nia> have to some small extent assisted 
in the lalxnirs which brought the present Building into 
exisicmc. Knowing Mis^ Barr's flair for choosing just 
what is uicdful for a Scliool Building I am not surpris- 
ed tf) find this -o eminimtly satisfactory. You can 
icalise tiien with wh«it pleasure I have come here today 
to perform this opening ceremony. 

1 understand that I am addressing those who, by 
helping to build up the necessary funds, have also won 
the right to look upon this school as their own parti- 
cular protege. 

Although we claim for ourselves a modest share 
yet we know that iti reality this school owes its whole 
being, from its inception to its completion, to the 
dauntless courage, unswerving resolution and that 
faith which can icmove mountains which have been 
shewn by Miss B.in from first to last, Hcni is the 
burning resolve to be satisfied with nothing but the best 
which is Uie hall mat k of the true educationist. By 
“bt^t” I mean not the easy or luxurious way, not the 
path that lca<is through well-worn ruts to the examina- 
tion table with its stcnsityped results but the way of 
true knowledge when the child learns not for the sake 
of marks and a place in class but because even as his 
body cries out for food so does his mind cry out for 
knowledge. Love of knowledge is inherent in every 
child until, as happens in so many casosr, he becomes 
suffocated with the dead weight of uninspired facts, 
the correct relating of which is considered the criterion 
of progress. 

Anyone who has .%cn the methods adopted by 
Miss Barr, in which her teachers are trained, cannot 
help being struck by the rapidity with which the 
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rhildrni ahMtrl) ‘’nil .iiitl - 

tionin tin* in»i(t‘rin> tl'-l'li ihi»s I'l.l their t H'ltplru* 
(list <‘i', aid ofip.irk nid ju • ulii< li l'< >(• ii> in* tlu* 
bc-all anil i nil-all nl • hnn' 1 n . 

I am in(l<*('(i ulad that hrn wi* hiv<* a di‘liiiitc 
step forward ; the childnm wJio siai u-d in Misb Barr's 
Primar>- .School arc able to on in the same methods 
through Middle School and I hope biforc long that 
they will be able to continue thiough High School 
classes as wcU. 

I am ,snic that the results as they will be seen in 
the children brought up ihiouyhoat on these methtHh 
will go far to remo\e the reprisich su often heard that 
eduealion meiely linns out .i vast immher of unem- 
ployed who are not e.ipahle ol doing wuik that is 
not merely imitative and who lack initiative and the 
cliaractcr necessary to make a success of life. 

If this prove to be the tasc, as I am .sure it wdll 
then Miss Barr will indeed have given to the Khasi 
nation a way of education which will bring in a boun- 
tiful harvest in due time. 

In this hope and this exjxictation it is with very 
great pleasure that I open the Malki Non-Sectarian 
School. 


7. The Jitendra Narayan Ray Infont and Nur- 
sery School 5 Calcutta (March, 1939) 

I.^t me first of all say how deeply I have been 
touched by the warmth of your welcome though I 
know that you all feel, a.s I too feel, that we are meet- 
ing to-day under the shadow of a great loss. The 
tragic death of laird liralKnirne has not only deprived 
the Province of a great and wcU-loved Governor, but 
it has taken from us also Lady Braboume, whose keen 
and sympat^tic interest in education and social wel- 
{iw?e in this city was so universally known and admired, 
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.iiul I know that I am onK rvprcssimj; what sIh* hors»*If 
fHt will’ll i s<i\ that hiT inabiiiu to ini'i’i m>u iP was a 
\m diM |) disappointmi nt to h< i. 

I must (niiG[iatu!at(‘ most wainiK sour 1 oundi’t- 
SiTictan on the woiuUrlul proe;ri‘ss made bv this 
Nuism School in thi* low years since it was slatted. 
This in itself i& suiheient piool that it does indeed fill a 
\ery gieat need. To Mrs. Ray beloncfs tlie honour of 
m t only having had the vision to see this need, but 
also the courage to turn her coinietions into the prac- 
tira! form of this fust Nursery School. 

I have often, both here in Bengal and in Assam, 
spiken of my deep conviction that only by training 
fiom infancy can we hope to achieve the greatest mi'a- 
suri* of success in the nation-building activities of the 
Pntvince. 

We are all agreed that prevention is better than 
cure, and not only better but far far easier. 

Why spend money, so badly needed everywhere, 
in eradicating flaws of phyjsique and faults of character 
wliich never need have existed at all ? 

The child is the most precious possession not only 
of the family, but of the nation, and what should we 
say of people who waited for their most precious 
possessions to suffer damage before they began to 
think of safeguarding them ? I do feel most strongly 
that money spent on Nursery Schools is money saved, 
for later much may have tt. be spent in curing defects 
which should never have occurred. 

I am vei^ glad to hear that Government has set 
up a committee to formulate definite proposals for 
establishing a training institute for Kindeigarten and 
Nursery School teachers, with a Nursery &hool 
attached. 
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\«»n<* of us who ha\<* \isited thejitcmlra Nara\an 
R.'\ Inl.iiil and Nuisrix .StlnKil can liulctl to 
lia\( Ixm hn]'!*--.*!! hv tin hapjo alniosplurt pn'\aii- 
111". iIh (jniit <h*’it»hl with which th<*'>c suialJ people 
leatn to shoulder i(hponMbilitic.s, the leadiiies!) with 
which the) help those )ct smaller than themselves and 
the eac;iiiu*Rs with which the) teach themselves by 
,ense of touch, by songs and games and the study of 
nature. 

Though cramped for space Mrs. Ray has not let 
this dc'fcat hei and I have seen how she has transform- 
ed a bare \aid into a perfc'ct miniitturc playgiound for 
these childic’ii. Tiuly we have in Mis. Ra) one who 
dcK's not allow herself to be the victim ctfein umstanccs 
but who decides that “ where there is a will there is a 
way 


8. Opening of the Maharani Girls’ School, Dar- 
jeeling. (1939) 

It is of particular interest to me to come here to- 
day and to have the privilege of opening the Maharani 
Girls’ School’s new building since I was in the happy 
position of giving the first donation towards it. 

It seemed to me then that Mrs. Dutt had taken on 
a tremendous undertaking. I hardly felt that tlie small 
donation 1 was able to give was of any practical assis- 
tance when one realised the sum required, but it just 
shows how faith and perseverance can accomplish 
wonders and how many small amounts can rise to a 
large total. I am sure we all realise that the success 
of this effort has meant a lot of hard work for 
Mrs. Dutt and she and her helpers deserve our very 
grateful appreciation. 
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The Mah.irani (JjfK' SihiKil is now 31 years old 
and has built ii[i a (ia<litioit under Mrs. Sarkar which 
is. one of the niosi \aliialtli‘a < Is to a stliool. I am 
suic that c\riyt>i»‘ of die trills lure t«Mlay will 
rcM)he to tarn foiward in licr own life the princi- 
ples of the S<'hool, foi none of us tan live to ourselves 
alone, and what we arc and what we become must 
n’flect either rn'dit oi othervsise on the School to 
which we owe our allcitiance. 

The Dark As;? amont; the women of India is 
passing. Some are •.till apprehensive of coming for- 
ward into the limelight but even amongst tlu^e who 
still value the M'tiusiou of the Purdah the ncc<'ssity <»f 
education is admitted Thcic is inuth for w’oinen to 
do in the woild to-da). You girls who are on the 
tlircshold of life will haw many and varied opportu- 
nities to serve your country and your people. Youth 
is impulsive, fearless, and very generous-hearted, and 
for that reason is very easil) led, but 1 am sure that 
with your traditions, with the discipline and stability 
you have acquired in this School, you will be able to 
nedd fast to the ideals of justice and tolerance which 
you need to guide you through the problems of life. 

You are still building the foundations of your 
lives and 1 hojpe that you will build them as strongly 
as the fouxidatiom of your new building, for which of 
ts know how large the structure may oe which those 
foundations will be called upon to carry. 

I would like to congratulate your Architect, 
Mr. Dutta, on the design of the building, while the 
fact that he has ^ven it his personal supervision is 
a guarantee that it has been well and truly built. 

This is a very happy day for the Maharani School 
and I can assure you that 1 am very proud to share 
your happdness. 

I shall now have very great pleasure in opening 
diis building. 1 wish the School and all who work in 
it the greatest possible measure of success in the future. 
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n, TOWARDS BETTER HEALTH (FROM 
DEATH UNTO LIFE). 

9. Maternity and Child Welfare Centre, Sylhet 
(November 23, 1937). 

In I hanking you for your very kind welcome I 
w.int to tell >ou at once how very struck I am by the 
v<“ry great ell'orts which you have, all of you, made 
towards this Retl Cross \Velfarc Centre, and to ex- 
piess iny apprei. iation of the wonderful response which 
has been made to the appeal for funds towards this 
purpose, riic enthusiasm with which this Red Cross 
work started in Sylhet is due in a very large measure 
to your President, Rai Bahadur P. C. Dutt and I am 
vcty sure that you all appreciate, as 1 do, his unre- 
mitting efforts in this most excellent cause. I have 
read with the greatest interest an account of how this 
Centre started and I congratulate you on the very 
generous donors who have contributed so materially 
with gifts of money and of building. It is very evident 
that in Sylhet there are many very generous and 
public-spirited gentlemen and this is a matter upon 
which you arc much to be congratulated. 

You have, 1 know, been disappointed in that 
owing to illness Mrs. Patton has not been able to 
open your new Lying — ^in Ward for you. I understand 
that Mrs. Dennchy has now kindly performed that 
ceremony for you. I shall, I know, be voicing the 
thoughts in all your hearts when I say how greatly we 
appreciate all the work Mrs. Patton has done in this 
connection and all the enthusiasm she has shewn — 
and in all this work she has, I know, been very ably 
helped by her husband. Your hardworking Secretary, 
Dr. Kar too has done sterling work and deserves the 
thanks of all. 

It is not easy work starting anything new. All sorts 
of difficulties arise which it may not have been possi- 
ble to foresee and to legislate for, and it is only by the 
tactful and willing cooperation of everybody concerned 



that atran({i‘in(‘nts uin hr made to adjust tlu* prin* 
ciplrsi ol Rrd Choss work so as to fit in witli l<K'al rr 
quiremeiits. 1 am \rr^ sure that this to-ojjrration 
wiil not hr found I.ukini;. 

I think that pi ihaps it l)ehovcs us all at tinitb to 
remind ouisrhrs of the objrcthr of all our vsork. 
Rtd Cioss work IS lor thr |K»or ami ntressitous, foi 
th«wr who ha\i no lutpr ol In'int? abh to pav for medi- 
cal aid or nursini! help for ihcinschca. 1 am sure 
there is no one lit it* vs ho im i dn ‘s that inrinbership of 
the Red Cioss, l>r it Rs. 12 a sear oi Rc.l a >ear, en- 
titles ui to au) oi the l)cuefits prosided by the Red 
Cioss. We p.i\ oui meinberdiip subscription so that 
the s'cry pvKir mas rev eisc the benefus which w'c can 
paj for ourseKes and lor which we oucfht to pay. Takt* 
the case of the lit alth \’isitor She is the sen’ant of 
the poor. Should the Health Visitor be retiuired to 
attend other « aM‘s, then it is essenti.il that a .scale of 
fees be drawn up by your Committee for her atten- 
dance on such cases, these fees to be payable to the 
Red Cross Assex iation. Also it should be clearly borne 
in mind that this work is outside the scope of the 
Health Visitor > vlaties and can only be performed by 
her if she has tiim available from her legitimate duties. 
Nor is it within tli*' scope of the Health Visitor’s duties 
to train the midwives, nor is she allowed to conduct 
confinement cases. There arc tliree component parts 
to Welfare Centre work. The Building itself to which 
those in need of attention are to be jHTsuaded to come 
with their cliildrcn for advice and attention, the Health 
Visitor whose part it is to visit from house to house to 
explain the advantages of the Centre and to persuade 
those in need of care and attention to avail themselves 
of this oxganisation, and lastly, but on this lastly the 
whole structure depends, the Lady Doctor to train the 
midwtves as well as herself to give medical attention to 
those requiring it. In some places, as fur instance in 
Shillong, the Centre is very a,dequately run by the 
MedicaJ Superintendent of the Women’s Hospital in 
coK^usetiem wnth the Kfiwpital and this is a most 
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lit aiMiigcint lit, b a wliri«* sou piupiw to ha\(‘ 
.1 Kin^-iii w.uil with no iiwiioi how few hetl>, llifii it 
birotiii s uttinK « ^iMithil loi a Lady Doctor to be in 
atti lulancc Ibi i uit'i -.ency la'ic*. 

I Cere I woukl like to ^lr«*ss one point. You receive 
a substantial mam from the Pros incial Branch of the 
Clounleis ol Dullerin Fund. This Association w'as 
staiti d to supply Female Medic il Ahl to the women of 
Indi.1. J hi obji i ts of the Assoualion are : — 

1. Medical tuition, for the teachini; and trainine; 

n India oi women as doctors, hospital a-ssis- 
tanti*, nurses and msd wives. 

2. Medical relief including— 

(aj the establishment under female superinten- 
dence of dispensaries and cottage hospitals 
for the treatment of women and children ; 

{b) the opening of female wards under female 
superintendence in existing hospitals and 
dispensaries and so on. 

From this you 'will see how very clearly the obliga- 
tion tests upon the recipients of any money from this 
source to see that the conditions upon wliich this grant 
is given ate cairicd out. I have been empowered by 
the Committee of the Provincial Fund to say that they 
are ready to help you. You will also realise the obli- 
gation that rests upon the Committee of the Dufferin 
Fund to see that the provisions of the Association are 
carried out. 

I have spoken very plainly and I hope that none 
will take ofifence, but the points to which I refer arc 
matters which I have very much at heart and which 
I know hrom experience are matters which are really 
vital to the proposed conduct of Red Gross work. 
I have said before, I think, it is quite admirable that 
there has been so much enthusiasm and so great a 
response to the appeal for donations and subscriptions. 
I aak you all not to let ymir enthusiasm flag but to see 
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to it Uiat this Welfare (’entre becomes a model for the 
Pr«>\iiue .111(1 a shininu e\ample of what cuu be done 
b) a (anninuuit) m* m*n<r<tus and public -spirited as 
)(»u have shewn yoursehes to be. 


10. Opening of Shillong Health Exhibition. (April 

1938). 

It is ray privilege as President of the Shillong 
He.'ilth ri.vhibit!on (.oinniittcc to welcome you hen- 
today <ind to ask Your Excellency to open the Exhibi- 
bition. It is generally recugniscci these days that good 
health is nt/t a commodity to be purchased from a 
Doctor in the shape of pills or potions. 

Our Doctors arc the lust to teach us that it is 
only by obeying the laws of hygiene that wc can hope 
to achieve that physical fitness which enables us to 
carry out our duties successfully and in the words of 
our motto “to sing and be happy”. 

It is because we want to bring the knowledge of 
how to keep fit to every man, woman and child in the 
Province that we have oiganiscd this Health Exhibi- 
tion on a veiy large stale, in the hope tliat it may be 
the first of a series of such Exhibitions to be held an- 
nually in diifiirent district headquarters of the Pro- 
vince. 

Some people are sceptical as to how much real 
health knowledge is imparted by means of a Health 
Exhibition and 1 have often been told in regard to the 
Calcutta Health Exhibition that it is nothing but a 
“fomotAa” where people go to enjoy themsdves. 

WeU, wc hope very much that people will come 
here also to enjoy themselves for we want everyone to 
realise that happiness and good health wtdk hand in 
hand- 
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1 Iitid 111 , 111 % \i*,u >. mI <>\jwiuii(« m tin* Calcutta 
lliaUli L »iiih»i,''n .iiiH I a itc* \c<u t'uit the pi<i£?ress 
\i il»tf in the dnnianciur iinllKdijaiuiir nf the ihou- 
s.unl> «lnt til" I anil i.ilh i » flu- Iliallli IXhibition was 
qiiMf a'lcimicinm. 

I w.i'i till ■■(Mr.il \eaiN t iiurtiur of the Literature 
stall and •luaiii and .i.ain 1 was asked —‘"what liteTa- 
tuic have* %itu trot on i>o()d lualtli. 1 don't want to 
know al Mint clstaas. bin lutw to keep well." Well, 
Laiiiis and lieniicnuu. wc ha\e done our best to 
t nqiliasi, e, nt^t <tni% the beauty ofttood health, but the 
nenssit\ loi t \ii\ ttne to lultivate ttocnl health. We 
h.iv.‘ shewn tliseasON in oidei to teach every Ixxly how 
to a\«tid them. \\es\.int e\eiy expectant mother to 
realise th.tt not onls is there safely and comfort for her 
in her time of iiasail, but that it is her bounden duty 
to i;ive her child to-bc the benefit of the skill and ad- 
vice which is at her disposal. It is the right of every 
child to have a gootl start in life and every mother 
should deinaiul it for her child. And so we hope that 
this He.ilth Exhibition will be a really constructive 
piece of w oik in the nation-building activities of the 
Province. “For if cleanliness and good food and exer- 
cise are toncems of the individual man and woman, 
the means necessary to the attainment of all of them 
must be provided and protected by public authority.” 
I would here like to quote from Sir John Anderson’s 
spec( h at the final meeting of the Calcutta Health 
Exhibition in 1936 : — 

“Tlie object is one of the few forms of warfare 
that can really be called noble — the war 
ap^inst disease and against ignorance that 
breeds disease. The plan of campaign is a 
sound one. 1 may compare the annual 
exhibitions to a frontal attack on the powers 
of darkness : but such an attack needs to be 
followed up by the establishment of perma- 
nent clinics by wliich the ground won may 
be consolidated and the success achieved 
exploited in detail”. 
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\V<’ .uc n«»w oui frontal att^k, but wc 

do most sinceu'K ask tliat c\or>'body will join with us 
in supplcmcntint* this Health Week by a sustained 
h<*alth dl4)it tluouijhout the rtjst of the year. National 
Health is cseryboth’s hubiness and to quote a recent 
at tide in CJapital : - 

•‘In the last few years, however, there has crept 
over the horizon a doud, small as a man's 
hand, which has qrown until it is as bisf as a 
million men’s hands and that indeed is 
exactly what it is. India holds an cnor- 
moub reservoir of voluntary labour power. 

In tliis line of voluntary, united 

cflbrt lies India's only hope of salvation” 

Before asking Your Excellency to open the Exhibi- 
tion I would like on behalf of the Committee to tender 
our most grateful thanks to the Hon’ble the Speaker for 
lending us this most perfect site on which to hold our 
Exhibition and for being ever ready to meet our re- 
quirements in every respect. 

It is over 6 months now since we started our plan 
of campaign and throughout that time the various 
office-bearers have worked unfalteringly and with im- 
tiring enthusiasm. 1 would like particularly to mention 
Major Haythomthwaite, our Honorary Seofetary. Also 
Dr. Dcy, Assistant Honorary Secretary, whose stalwart 
shoulders have borne the brunt of the burden, but who 
always shewed himself ready for yet more burdens. To 
all who have helped us with thdr donations, without 
which there could have been no Exhibition, with their 
encouragement and support, and for the most wide- 
mread enthusiasm I offer our heartfelt thanks. To the 
Editor of the Amiita Sazar Patrika I offer our most 
grateful dumb for the Special Assam Health Supple- 
ment to be issued on Sunday, April 3rd* 

I now mk Your ExcdSency Idndly to open the 
Pyb i bidon USf 
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11. Closing of Shillong Health Exhibition, < April 

1938.) 

Ladies !uid Gentlemen, with tliis mcctin'' we eleiM 
the Shillomf Health Lxliibitinn. There tun ])c mi 
tloubt whalsi)C\ei as to the .success of the Lvliihitioii. 
Not only newspaper accounts but our owti eyes, biar 
witness to this. 

Indeed it could not have been otherwise, a tour of 
the stalls on tlie opruinc; day was enough to eonvint « 
anx iiiie tif the ama/ing amount of work which liad been 
(lf«n( b\ all to prc'jcnt their oxxn particular section ol 
He.d til teaching to the general public. From first to 
last the Demonstrators and Lecturers never ceased 
then < Iforts in talking, explaining and illustrating their 
meaning to the crow'us. Tlic visitors also played their 
part, (^uitc definitely people came to Icam and many 
stall holders r« marked to me on the intelligent ques. 
tions which even illiterate people asked them. We 
were a very large team but I am very happy to be able 
to say that it w s a team in which every single member 
lias played his or her part to the utmost of liis or her 
ability. 

We can congratulate ourselves on this wonderful 
team spirit and 1 do thank you one and all for your 
ungrudging, loyal co-operation in this cause. I would 
particularly like to thank our very hard working office- 
bearers, our Honorary Secretary, Major Haythornth- 
waite and his Assistant Honoraiy Secretaries and our 
Honorary Treasurer. I believe it is no secret that Dr. 
Dcy has borne the lion’s share of the burdens but what 
pleased me mo.st of all was that after tibie strenuous 
labour involved in clearing up and collecting informa- 
tion for reports etc., his words to me were “now I am 
ready to work for the Anti-Tuberculosis Campaign if 
1 may be permitted”. This brings me to the most 
important part of my address. 
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'tin piii|)ii ti,(i(ditia Ili.dtii L\hibitiiin h Uie 
hiniiati'm « (\lni.i In tlit • . as vnu lia\e re.tcl in our 
Red Cru's ^uiitt>' Rijuiil. Assam, is woefully 
lai kiiii' 

Ladu*' and I'luth men. iliih is imlced a serious rc- 
{>roaih. Wluit is to lx (imie ' Individuals can do 
iHithimt hy tliem>eJ\(.s. Infant Welfare Centres do not 
.sptinii up like niU'itrooms overnight ui their own voli- 
tion. Munuipalities lia\< animth as they can do to 
maintain the ess( ntial servues to a decent standard. 
What (.ati we do low.uds ensuring the sustained eflort 
throughout the >»at' f What I want to put before you 
is the proposal that a tominittee might be formed liere 
and now as the restilt of this Health Exhibition re- 
prt.sentative ol (lovtrnineut, Medical administrators. 
Red Cross Society and such people as have the welfare 
of the Proviure at heat t to explore tlie possibilities of 
starting new ccnircs and to carry on propaganda for 
this cau-se. I do feel that a permanent btSy ol the 
sort is needed to provide directions and guidance, and 
above all to see that the interest created by HcalUr 
Exhibitions is maintained afterwards instead of merely 
fading away when the Exhibition is over. Without 
some such central Iwxly I am sure that there is a real 
danger of cilort being wasted and energies dissipated 
possibly in wrong directions. 
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it would be the iuntdon oi iiiK Coiininttet to 
explore the pobhibilitics of .Vn mini i.siiihiiioiis heiiu' 
held and to .ui in an luhisoi) i.ipai nt (o ,iii\ ImkHcs 
wishini; to Mart Wellare ( entn s. A .in m laiue of the 
sort ol thing I conteini»latc this ( oiiiuato e to t.ike up, 
I would cite the following : - 


There has been a seiy strouj: dein.ind for the 
Tuberculosis section of the lle.ilth Exhibhion to be sent 
on tour and it would seem naluial that the expense ol‘ 
this should be home by die Anti-Tubemilosis ,\ssocia- 
tion of Ass.im but, I eoine to the n«wt distre'.sing thing 
I could hiisc to say, and that U that the Anri-Tnber 
culosis Association of Ass.un not onl) cannot undeit.ike 
any such enterprise but, without fmther substantial 
support our Tuberculosis Dispen-saiy No. 1, the only 
one of its kind in Assam, will have to close down at the 
end of Us first year of working. During the last year 
they had Rs.1,000 firom Central Headcjuarters, which 
they now tell us wc will not be able to have any longer. 
They had Rs.2,000 from His Excellency's Discretionary 
Grant which, as every body knows, cannot allot recur- 
ring grants, and they cannot hope for help from the 
King Emperor’s Appeal Fund until that Fund is 
dosed. 



S«)y»u\vi!l sn* fr<nu iIii'n sjuI laic that it is ii(»t 
])o sihli‘ ill! ilu- Aiiti-'hilM n uhtsj* \Aui'i,ition ofAhsiun 
loiiKUi ftuM vj« II <* «il .sciulinj ihi'. ruhmulusis Sec- 
tion rouud tla Pro\iiKt‘, but this is ju!»t the sort of 
service how <‘vtr which the Health Connnittce l am 
askim*; vou to consider wouM be in a position to 
iinilertake. 

It on!) leiiniins for me to thank )uii one and all 
lot the outstanding stu cess of this wonderful Exhibition 
of ours. 


12. Opening of King George V Silver Jubilee 
Maternity Home, Karimganj (February 18, 1940). 

I deem it a great privilege to have been asked to 
open these two Buildings and it is a great pleasure to 
l)oth His Excellency and to myself to be Here to-day. 
Both these Buildings are dedicated to the service of 
women and children in whose welfare I think you know 
1 am very specially interested. No mother who has 
experienced the suIVerings of childbiilh can contem- 
plate the thought of such pain and sulTering unallcviat- 
ed and untended without feelings of pity and compas- 
sion and a bumihg desire to do whatever one can to 
change such a state of aflairs. An Editor of a leading 
Indian paper in a very appreciative article wrote some 
time ago tliat I “appeared to have a passion for social 
seivice”. Perhaps he may find the reason here. 

That 1 am not alone in being moved to feelings of 
comp^ion is shewn in the address we have heard from 
Dr. Kundu. You have had generous donors here in 
Karimganj — Srijut foindaban Chandra Roy who has 
enabled the Dai Training School to have suitable 
quarters and Sreejukta Sunichi Bala Roy Chaudhurani 
to whose warmhearted generosity is due this King 



(iMini* V SiKri Matmihv Home. I woulil 

nt»t ciiuii to tm'nfi(>n either those ^vho iiienerousl^ iia\e 
the land and the late Srecjui Bama Ch.irau Dev who 
Ha\e a l.irt?e donation lor equipment. It is .sad that he 
is not abl< to ^ee the fuHihuent of the cause which he 
helped. The uood he did lives after him. 

1 h.ive studied the record of your activities cate- 
fully. I see that you have received Rs.l,3,Sd from the 
(lt»unt<‘ss of Dutfeiin Fund. The Local Board promis- 
ed .1 similar amount, but that promise lues not been 
lulfilled. AitiUn. in the recurring expcndittire the 
CIountes> t»f DulliTin Fund gives you Rs.500 per annum 
and your Local B<».ud and Municipal Board promised 
respettivcly Rs..'i.'>t) anil Rs. lot). Neither undertaking 
has been fulfilled, and you are now faced with an ever 
greater recurring expenditure. 

The (;ountes.s of Dulferin Fund is a Provincial 
organisation with very restricted resources and is con- 
ccnietl to do the ma.\imum amount of good to tlie 
whole Province. Before allotting grants in response to 
rcijuests for help the (lommittcc stipulates that half the 
total tost shall be borne by local funds, — in other 
words the Association sets out to help those who are 
prepared to help themselves. I am sure you will ^rcc 
that it is neither right nor reasonable that one place 
should lake all they can get and then fold their hands 
in sleep and say “The Dulferin will provide”. In fact 
it is the settled policy of the Dulferin Fund not to 
provide except in such places where it is obvious that 
local civic authorities are not only aware of their obli- 
gations but determined to fulfil them. You, the lead- 
ing peoi>le in this town, have made a splendid response, 
but it will be of no avail without the sustained effort 
which is the duty of the local civic authorities. 

1 spoke before of pity and compassion but 1 
would speak now of your obligations to the generatiens 
yet unborn. 
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May I quote to you what I believe to be a very 
real truth ^ “1 belive at the bottom of infant mortali- 
t>, high or low, is good or bad motherhood. First, 
concentrate on the mother. What the mother is, the 
children are. Let us glorify, dignify, purify mother- 
hood by every means in our power. Let us see to the 
nursing mother in every way ; nourish the mother and 
you feed the child”. 

And again, 

“The State cannot save the child ; but it can help 
the mother to save it”. 

In every case Prevention is better than cure, and 
infinitely less expensive in the long run. 

By building up sturdy cliildren you will be laying 
the foundation for a robust generation who will be 
equipped to withstand the onslaughts of disease. 

Gentlemen of tlie Local Board and the Municipal 
Board, if I have seemed to criticise you somewhat 
severely it is only because I see so clearly the wonder- 
ful opportunity that is before you and I am so anxious 
that your first spendid effort should not end there but 
that you should give lasting effect to tibe generous 
impulses which have given this scheme such a success- 
ful start, reinembcring always that it is the sustained 
effort which is the essential requisite and which is the 
ultimate responsibility of Local Self-Government. 

I look forward to seeing your progress in the 
future and l am sure that great benefits wiU be brought 
to this Subdivision by your efforts. 


13. Opening of tbe Lady Amy Reid Hospital, 
Ghattab lApril 4t]t, 1940) 

I deem ^ myself exceedingly fortunate in that I 
have been given this delightful tadc of opening your 
Hotpitai and Dispensary you. 



35 


Had wr Im’oii livinu in tlu* had did days when 
rn<di< ai s« iem e was (« i ii()l« d eiititi K with tlu* < ma- 
ti\e side of its woik, the 1 aitdiv would h.i\e been pul 
up first and set in innniu’’ older, and after that, as the 
need arose, a llospilai wouhl have had to be built in 
which damai;cd human lives would have been repaired 
as far as possible. 

It is a significant fa< t, and a splendid augury for 
the future that heio the fn-t building to be opened is 
the Hospital and Dispensary, even hefiirc the factory is 
W’orking. I consider that in doing this the Com- 
pany has slwwn its<“lf to he in the foielVont of indus- 
trial enterprise. 

In the Final Repiut “Indu^triaI Health and Effi- 
ciency’" of 191 8 it is written that “it is the worker's 
individual hc:dth, mental development and mural well- 
being which alone can guarantee effectual labour not 
only in social relationship, between master and man, 
and between man and man, but as regards the physio- 
logical basis of labour. The worker’s capital is his 
health and capacity to work. If that be impaired his 
outlook is jeopardised, and he may easily become a 
prey to disease and a liability (rather than an asset) to 
the State. The public health, including that of the 
worker, depends tliercfore all the time upon removing 
the occasion ami cause of physical inefficiency and not 
waiting for the advent of disease. It must be some- 
thing positive, the conservation of health and physical 
fitness”. Wc see here how great a part preventive 
medicine can play, Hiis is one of the greatest disco- 
veries of our age but it behoves us not to criticise our 
forefathers from our own more enlightened standpoint 
because it was due to the devoted labours of the more 
humanitarian among them that the system of prevent- 
ive care has been evolved. Rather it is for us to accept 
gratefully the results of their great struj^le and to 
prove ourselves worthy of the new order of the present 
times. The piimeers in this struggle were inspired by 
soda! and moral motives rather riian by scientific or 
economic evidence^ but thanks to a vast amount of 
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iii\rstinatit>n .ind research, c\pcrim«it and failure, we 
have .1 meat inheritante of knowUdj’C and eulitiihien- 
whUh should ie\<ilutio!ase the vvhole held of 
itifhiMrial lahout. 1 am sure that the Director-, of this 
( oni]>ai]V, who have oh\iousl> sjjent so much thouc^ht 
and money on the physical well-being of their employ- 
ees. will not have ovci looked the consideration of the 
mental and mural aspet ts of their social welfare. 

very important part which this Dispensary is to 
play is in I'lclping the local inhabitants who arc not 
employees of this Company. There is no doubt that it 
will he of the very’ greatest value to the whole District, 
and when the X-Ray apparatus is installed, which has 
Ix'en fore<‘ast by the Diiei tors of this Company, the 
whole of the biiima Valley will have cause to be grate- 
ful to this Company for their enlightened and altruistic 
outlook. 

In a world where tlicre is so much sadness and 
suflering it is most cheering to be asked to open a 
building such as this. I feel sure that the relations 
here between employers and employees where the wel- 
fare of labour is so well-organised will ever be those of 
frankness and cordiality, of singleness of jjurpose, each 
for all and all for each, and I trust you will be spared 
the experience, too common, alas, in Assam and else- 
where, of having those good relations shattered by the 
evdl counsels of sclf-fccking and misguided agitators 
who will neither work themselves nor let others work. 

I thank you for the welcome which you have 
given me, I appreciate it more than I can say. I have 
for many y^ears in Bengal had the great pleasure of 
working with one of your Directors, Mr. J. C. 
Mukhaijee, and I would like to say here that 1 have 
never worked with anyone more true and loyal, a 
steadfast friend and true collaborator. This friendship 
which I value adds to the great pleasure it is to me to 
come here to-day. I will not detain you any longer 
but give yrou my best wishes for a prosperous and 
happy future and express my great pleasure at opening 
the ** lady Amy Eeid Hospit^ and Dispexisary*’. 
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1 1. First Annual General Meeting of the Tuber- 
culosis Association of Assam (16th of April, 1911) 

T his h ( mi lust \nnual Mn tine' of thf* Tnhrrru- 
losis *ys(jciati<m of Assam. It constitutes the first of 
tlie milestones along the road to that delectable land 
where the scourge of Tubenulosi.s will Ijc under 
KUitroI, to that time when the confidence of the public 
will be such that there will be be no more concealment 
of the disease, with the risks attendant upon such 
concealment. Instead, those who find themselves 
attacked by this diseasi; will hasten hopefully tt> the 
well-er|uipped Clinic whkh we hope to have 
shoitl} here in Shillong. .\nd no doubt in other 
Districts, to rccehe the specialised treatment which 
will be available and to learn how to live at home 
without bringing the risk of infection to those they love. 
It is not so long ago tliat the same dread of this disease 
existed in England and other countries. It should 
therefore be no surprise to us to meet with it here. 
Our greatest regret is that had we not met with 
opposition our Shillong Clinic would now have been 
built at least up to the roof. We can only trust that 
the efforts which arc being made by the enlightened 
leaders of the people will result in a better understand- 
ing of the benifits we confidently expect this Clinic to 
confer upon the people of this town first and foremost. 
We hope it may prove to be a model Clinic for tlxe 
whole province and a centre from which specialised 
knowledge in an ever widening stream will flow to 
every corner of the Province. 

We owe our grateful thanks to the Government of 
Assam which has made such a generous contribution 
to the scheme put forward by the Association and 
especially to the Honourable Minister for Health who 
has sponsored the scheme so wholeheartedly and 
always taken such a great interest in it. Without this 
generous support it would have been many years 
odfore we could have collected sufficient funds under 
the present circumstance of stress and strain of war. 
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It is a niattj*! <ii uuMt nn^rot that so far no 
Distrw t from tin* IM.iiiis lias put up an\ scheme 
which has pi<»\<il amplahh to the Medical Sub- 
Clouimittce. 'I he Hid Disiiitis ha\e their own 
problems but we aie ^lad to know that the Nagu Hills, 
Siwliyti Frontier 'I’lact .inti the North Cachar Hills 
have all fjtnie well ahead with their schemes. The 
Gato Hills iuul the Kh.isi and Jamtia Hills have 
transferred all, or neaih all, their collections to the 
Central Funds. 

In almost all c.ises the Districts have put up very 
grandiose .s( hemes w ilk h our Medical Advisers deem 
would be quite impi.u tic able*. It cannot be too widely 
known that no piopos.il to build a Samatorium, or 
Wards for Patients, i.in be approved unless there is 
either a Resident DcK tor and other staff provided for 
in the recurring expenses of the uew’ institution, or the 
Ward is in direct proximity to the* facilities provided 
by the Civil Hospital. Dr. Frimodt Muller — and 
there is no jtpreater authority on the subject in India — 
has always insisted that the fust and vital step in anti- 
tuberculosis work must be the Clinic and its attendant 
Home Vi.sitor. The Districts may feel that the progress 
made has been very slow but in all fairness it must be 
admitted that the rate of progress can only be 
determined by the promptitude of the District Com 
mittecs in formulating their own schemes. Some 
schemes are in a nebulous state but it is hoped that 
these will materialise soon into concrete form. 

All Districts will need Home Visitors trained in 
Tuberculosis work to be attached to their Clinics and 
to organise home treatment. The training for these 
Home Visitors is a six months' course. It had been 
hoped to send several from Assam but only one has 
gone for the next course. Courses are held twice a 
year and every District should begin at once to 
arrange for the training of their prospective Home 
Visitors. Candidates should be from the lo<^ty in 
w^h they hope to serve. The fees for training and 
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all the expenses attached to the sending of candidates 
will have to be paid by Districts from their own funds 
which are with us but arrangements will be made b> 
the Centre. Names may have to be placed on a 
Waiting List as candidates will have to go to the 
Training Courses, which have been organised in 
Calcutta, and Assam will have to share in the 
available vacancies. The Honorary Secretary will give 
ail further details to Districts if required but I under- 
stand full information has already been sent round to 
all Districts. 

We have reached a stage now where the drive for 
the original capital sums required must now be 
diverted into two channels, — the drive to convert the 
capital sums collected in the various districts into a 
series of well-planned Clinics which will form the 
sound foundation on which the whole of the Tuber- 
culosis effort of the Province will be built, and the drive 
to ensure the ixecessary recurring funds to carry on the 
work which will have been started. There is only one 
way to ensure the latter object, and that is by 
Membership of the Association. Every body cannot 
give large sums but every body can and should give a 
little. This is not a charity which can be shelved 
until after the war. It is a real and everpresent 
danger right in the midst of every one of us, a cloud 
which although it may seem small as a man's hand to 
those of us who do not realise the extent of our danger 
will inevitably grow until the shadow of it covers the 
whole land. Should that happen there will not be 
sufficient resources available to wage a successful fight 
with this menace. The Voice of Inrblic Opinion may 
not be very loud at present, but it is there, and the 
question it asks is “ If the rapid spread oi thus disease 
can be stayed then why is it nut being done ?” To 
that Voice the reply of our Association is “ Give us 
the sinews of war and we can and will do something 
which will not CHoly fight your battles fbr you but wiU 
win them too 
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1$. Inangural Meeting of the Auxiliary Nursing 

Service for Assam September 22na, 19>11) 

We lia\ e Cdine here to-<l.»v in onler to consider 
the Auxilian Nnrsiny .Scrvic«* ft)r India and to sec how 
we ran best w«irk it for Assam. The terms of Service 
have been ciisti ibnti’d and I hope that you have all 
had time to < oiMder them lhorouc;hIy and to dii>cuss> 
them with >our fii< nds. 

1 wonder how inanv of you walkini? here to-day 
through the unbroken peate <if these Hills stopped to 
tr\’ and imagine for a moment what life must be like 
in the awful (ariiage of War. Perhaps you thought to 
yourselves “ all this does not affect me in any way— it 
is not likely that wo shall have t<> suffer the horrors of 
bombardment here in Shillong, I have my own family 
to consider, I cannot be e.\pect<*d to v’ohmteer.” 

We in Britain lived too in a fool’s Paradise. Por 
years many said, “ No one wants war, blitler has sworn 
not to shed a drop of German blood, those who say 
otherwise are war— mongers and should ' e suppressed” 
Look at Britain to-day, her famous cities ravs^jed, her 
people homclt^^, her young men and women all 
serving in one < .i} acity or another. In spite of it all 
she holds her head proudly, bloody but unbowed, but 
had we but listened in past days to those who cried in 
the wilderness we should not have been caught unpre- 
pared with a leeway of at least ' years to make up. 

Iiisten to Hitler speaking on Poland: Nature is 

cruel, therefore we too may be cruel. If I can send 
the flower of the German nation into the hell of war 
without the smallest pity of the spilling of precious 
German blood, then surely I have the right to remove 
millions of an inferior race that breeds like vermin.” 

Listen again to the Nazi Bishop Muller speaking 
just before the outbreak of war:— “Mercy is an un- 
Gernuin conception. The word mercy is one of the 
numerous terms of the Bible with whiem we can have 
nothing to do.” 
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In Iiuli.u ihank lut-rty K siUl t)n«* of the 

HieajeM MiiiHs. Lom^j lu.n i( remain so .iiul let us 
therelore unite in jesistinu; the menace of Hitler and 
Inilhtiiie; tlint paqan mateiialiiitic ra<c which despises 
mercy. 

There is ont* wa>, and one uay only, to avert 
disister and that is to be prepaied agaiast it. Before 
this war can be won we shall ha\e to passthrough 
inuth tribulation; we need the help of everj single per- 
son, weight of numbers is just as irresistible behind 
the lines as in the frojit line. It is the whole effort we 
wmit and we must each of us be prepared to help in 
every way. 

You arc Iscing asked today to form a solid Nursing 
KesersT so that this may be called upon if occasion 
should arise. The terms olfcred arc very generous and 
should be acceptable to all kinds of candidates. You 
may volunteer for overseas if you wish, you may con- 
fine your obligations to “anysvherc in IntBa” or you 
may be tmablc to leave your own locality and your 
services may be utilised there. You will be trainea to 
a certain extent and if you so wish it afterwards you 
may l>c taken into the regular Nursing Service if you 
prove acceptable. 

Those of you who- have been asking in vain for 
training in the Nursing profession are now being offer- 
ed a wonderful chance. You may not be called up, it 
is true, but even if you are not required your 3 months’ 
training will always stand you in good stead and will 
constitute some claim on preferential selection in fu- 
ture years. 

Many of you know of Florence Nightingale, often 
called the Limy of the Lamp. It was she who was so 
shocked by the horrors of war unmitigated by any nirr- 
si%, that she set herself by superhuman efforts to cope 
with the appalling conditions of the Crimean War. 

From her selfiess endeavours was built up the splen- 
did Army Nursing Service of modom tinuis. With the 
feeble %ht shed by a hand lantern she passed firom 



42 


one wounded soldier to another giving help and com- 
loii. It isbeeause the Authorities know that this Nur- 
sing Serviced not enough to cope \vilh the unprece- 
dented expansion of the Armies, with the devastating 
c fleets of modern mechanised warfare, that they are 
calling on women all over India to come forward to 
help their menfolk through thc^* terrible times. 

Surely we cannot pass by on the other side ! No 
w’oinan worthy of the name, of the great heritage of 
womanhood which is to minister to the needs of suffer- 
ing humanity can answer, “Uiis is no concern of mine.” 

It h our right and our privilege to so minister to the 
needs of the sufleriug that we may, please God, build 
them up once again to the full vigour of their man- 
hood. 

I want to read to you a very beautiful poem which 
was recited in London on the Red Cross Flag Day : 


THE LAMP 

When first the lAmp was lighted. 
Within the caves of hell, 

Ihe dead, heaped with the dying, 
Were rotting where they fell. 

For death men lay and waited, 

In pain, alone, afraid. 

But when the Lamp was lighted 
A woman saw — and stayed. 

The Lamp that first was lighted, 
With Mercy for its Same, 
Showed clear, upon bur honour, 
The creeping rust of shame. 

But there, to our redemption, 
Amid the darkened camp 
There walked, with light and healing. 
The Lady of the Lamp, 
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Ihf I«imp tlhit Lo\r had A 
Burned clcvir iind- iHacuii 
And ollie'rv ran tn kindli 
Their c<m<-dtnce at its 
And throui^Ii the ^mokr ol battle, 
Ihe >ellov\ flame, of war, 

1 he Lamp that lit the many 
Burned whiter than before. 
'Ihenreforth the Lamp ut Merev, 
shown upon our wa\ 

1 hiough all the nights of on or, 

1 he daikness of our d.iv. 

And in the storm uf folh 
And through the gales of drmljt 
The flame has never flickered, 

1 he Lamp has not gone out. 

The oil of benediction 
That feeds the living light 
Is ours to find and furnisii ; 
Our duty and our right. 

We pledge, till war has perished 
Beneath time’s shifting sands, 
The flame shall never falter— 
The Lamp is in our hands. 


16. Foundatioii Stoise^Layang Ceremony of the 
Chest Gliaic in Shillong (3rd January, 1942) 

We live in the Hills and perhaps that may account 
for the singularly difficult road we have had to travel 
before arriving at this stage of our journey- 

Our objective, as you well know, is the erection of 
a diagnostic Chest Clinic so adequately equipped with 
the necessary scientific apparatus that it may serve not 
only the needs of the town of Shillong but also those of 
the whole Ptovince, 
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I hope very much that I will not be misunderstood 
in anytliing I say to-day. I feel like Agag that I must 
treat delicately ! 

You have had the facts laid before you very clear- 
ly by Major Haythomthwaite in his exceedingly good 
pamphlet entitled “ He that hath ears to hear let him 
hear”. I commend that pamphlet very strcaigly to 
all who still have qualms as to the advisibility of erect- 
ing this Clinic in the midst of Shillong town. I can 
only leave it to your common sense to realise that 
already the Cliest Clinic has been functioning for 4 
years in this vcrc place and not only has no one been 
any the worse for it but a lot of people have very great 
cause to be grateful for the ministration of those in 
charge of it. And I would draw your attention to the 
fact on which stress is laid in the pamphlet, that there 
arc to be no extra beds in the Clinic. 

The whole responsibility of combating this disease 
which is so widely dreaded has been borne by Major 
Haythomthwaite. I think he would be the first to 
admit tliat in those early days he undertook the work 
from a sense of devotion to duty and with very little 
confidence that those efforts would achieve any signifi- 
cant results. The principle of the medical profession 
that no matter how ill the patient is the medico 
must do his utmost for him has here brought a 
most uplifting reward and I know that Major 
Haythomthwaite could tell us if he would, many 
happy stories of restoration to health from the depths 
of dark de^air of those caught by this disease. 
Shillong owes now and hereafter a great debt of grati- 
tude to Major Haythomthwaite for his devoted 
labouns. Dr. Ganguly came to us from Calcutta as n 
trained Home Visitor 4 years ago. The feet that he 
h^ been so long with us here is proof of his interest in 
his work and of the value we put upon his services. 

Dr. P. Dey has given many years of vototary 
work and has well earned tbe rij^t to the specialised 
tiaining which he is now undo^oing in Madras. We 
locdc forward to great help from him on his return. 
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Others too have given of their serv’ircs voluntarily. 
This is a fine tradition of llie medical profeshion, tliat 
they give part their scivices free to Hospitals and 
rcet'ive cxpcricnrc in return. The more Doctors who 
take the opportunity of gaining this .specialised know- 
ledge the better for the Province. 

In all the many vicissitudes connected with the 
beginning of Tuberculosis work in the Province we 
have hud the wis<* judgment btweel upon experience 
over many years of Dr. Roberts. The people of Slti!- 
long and especially the Khasi community do not need 
me to remind them of what they owe to one who may 
well be called th<‘ir little Father. The fact that wc 
have at all times received guidance from Dr. Roberts 
should be to all the Khasis without exception a guaran- 
tee that the decision to build our new Clinic here is 
one which will result in the greatest ultimate good to 
the community. Is it too much to hope and to ask 
for, that this building may grow not only with the 
materials of which it is to be built but also with the 
gootlwill of cver^' one in Shillong ? 

We have to thank the late Prime Minister, Sir 
Muhammad Saadulla, and his Ministry, especially the 
Minister for Health, Mr. Hirendra Ghakravarty, for 
their unswerving championship of the schemes put 
forward by the Tubcrcolosis Association of Assam. 
Splendid as the response was to the King Emperor’s 
appeal from the Irovince our resources would have 
been utterly inadequate of themselves to meet the 
needs of the situation. For the unfailing encourage- 
ment and support we have received I offer them our 
deep gratitude. Also to Colonel Shortt, Inspector- 
General of Civil Hospitals, and our Chairman, for his 
steadfast and valuable leadership. X am indeed glad 
that Colonel Hesterlow who was our Honorary Secre- 
tary for so long, is here with us to-day. 

To Dr. Dey, who has laboured early and late to 
bring this scheme to Gruition 1 would express cur warm 
(hanks and my personal gratitude. 
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To all t lu’ siiUVrors from this disease in the Pro- 
siiue. I would like to bi ins; words of comfort and of 
i{;ood cheer. The way ni.iv be long and dark but the 
l«inip of iIop«* has been kindled for them. In the 
hillnc>v. <»f time this Battle too will be won, the Day 
will dawn and the shadows lice away. 

To that end it is indeed my happy privilege to 
las the FoiindiUion Stone of this Chest Clinic. 


17. Opening of Dufferin Hospital, Calcutta. 

(March, 1939) 

It is now 5 years since Lady Willingdon wrote 
that she wms sliocked to see the old Hospital falling to 
piece', everywhere. She would indeed be glad if she 
( ouid see this new building which has arisen to take its 
place. She tv mmented then on the wonderful work 
that was being done by Dr. Torrance and her staff. 
Whatever the difficulties, and some of us know a Utile 
bit how great those difficulties are, that wonderful 
work has been going steadily on, I have no doubt 
whatsoever that same wonderful work will continue to 
go on but what I want to stress to-day is that until 
there is proper accommodation provided for the augu- 
mented staff that is required to run this Hospital, it 
cannot do the maximum work for which it has been 
built. Surely the labourer is worthy of his hire. It 
is not in the general make up of doctors and nurses to 
complain of their own discomforts. Their thoughts 
first and foremost are of their patients, but surdy we, 
who have so much admiration for the grand work they 
are doing, do not want to wait until grievances ^ 
come past bearing before we take steps to provide 
them with adequate accommodation. 

1 know of old, and 1 have always said, that Cal- 
cutta is the most generous city in me world. Never 
have I b^ed from Calcutta but I have receive in 
response 1^ meamre, pressed down and running over. 
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Too well I know the many demands that arc made on 
a long suffering jjublic, but I do ask you to join with 
me in making this one great eftbrt to complete this 
grand scheme and let our new Dufferin Hospital have 
a fair start. 

Since the Nurses Registration Act, which w'as so 
badly needed, became law the standard of nursing has 
gone up and it is the Dufferin Hospital which is called 
upon to provide a training ground for these nurses for 
general as well as for midwifery work. 

We all know the terrible scarcity of nurses not only 
throughout this Province but in all India and yet I am 
very sure the doctors present will agree with me that 
without good nursing many of their most serious cases 
have little hope of recovery. 

When Lady Linlithgow came on her first visit to 
Calcutta, 1 heard her make a most moving appeal at a 
prize-giving function at a girls’ school for girls to take 
up the profession of nurring. 

There is a great awakening going on to-(ky 
amongst the women of India. The cause of suffering 
women and children is very much in the forefront of 
many women’s organisations but the problem is so vast 
that it cannot be solved without the combined eflbrts of 
Govenunent and voluntary organisations. What I 
would plead for to-day is that those who give up their 
lives to nurse the sick and suffering should receive the 
utmost deference from all mankind. In the worst 
slums in England a nurse’s uniform will protect the 
wearer from every form of indignity and will ensure for 
her the coiutesy and help even of me roughest those 
with whom she comes in contact. This state of affairs 
can only be brought about by the force of public opini- 
on and I ask every one of the people ofthis Province to 
help to build up a public opinion which will ensure 
not oidy the safety, phyrical and moral, of their nur- 
ses but also juovidc help for them in thdr often ardu- 
ous duties. 
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i havt‘ s.u«l little al«»m the IIo>pital itself because 
\\e (tin all see fni uuoelves the ni.u»uihceut buildiu}^ it 
is, iscll Motlliy ofth<* Immanittui.ui work for which it 
has been built, but I v\<»ul(l like to congratulate most 
\sarmly your Anhitect foe this great achievement, your 
Clommitter .tnd ptirticularly your Secretary for the 
v.ist amount of v\<»ik uhich they must have given to it 
and alx)ve all your most ueneious public for this lasting 
memorial of the generosity of the cituens of this great 
city. 

I have tuo announcements which I wish to make 
—Lady Brabourne had intended to make a donation of 
Rs. 3,000 for the purchase of an Operating Table and 
a Shadcmless Lsimp. 'riiis money has been made avail- 
able ; and lastly I am asking your Chairman to accept 
on your behalf my own personal donation of Rs. 1,000 
towards the Nurses’ Qjiiarters as a thank offering for 
my husband’s recoiery to health. 

I shall now have \ cry much pleasure in declaring 
the new Building of the Dufferiu Hospital open. 


18. Annu a l Meeting of the Lady Minto Nursing 
Association, Bengal Branch (1939). 

From ray own experience in my own family I 
would like to pay my tribute to the excellence of the 
nursing of the Minto Sisters. 

I think perhaps it is not easy for people who live 
in Calcutta amongst the amenities of a great city to 
realise just how invaluable it is to those who live in the 
Moffii^l to have such a Nursing Staff available to call 
upon in times of great urgency. I am sure that many 
of those subscribers in the Mofussil feel, as I know they 
feel in Assam, that we could not do without our Nurs- 
ing Sisters. We owe them a great debt of gratituiic for 
the very willing way in which they carry out their 
duties. 





i*>. KhdHt Nursing Division of the St. John Ambu- 
lance Association 2nd August, 19(1; 

1 ii (if .ill I niusi >.i\ how tfUcl we an* to see so 
ni.tii) |a ujilc ht n* tutlay. 

V ou an* no !>tiam;cr’* to nu* and I have lived 
.iinon',''! von lou'j; enou'^h to realise the threat potcntial- 
iiH ^ ol the women .in«l I'irK of your race. I have 
•jiven prool ol the trust I have in you by bein^ instru- 
iii« nt il in the .ippuintinent of one of your number as 
I.o«m1 Adv i>er lor the (jiri Giikks of Assam and in the 
I hoife of one a? the Physical Instructress for Assam. 
'I he most shiniiit' example is your Lady Minister Miss 
Dunn. v\ ho I am -o ijlad to see here today. It is a 
savin.*, and one of whiih you may well be proud, that 
Kiuisis are born Aurst's, but I go further than that. 
Tor lUU years the Kha.sis have been in contact with the 
preiepts and principles inculcated by the Welsh 
Missionaiich. Ihcy have been quick to seize upon 
tfiis opportunity to raise themselves from their back- 
wardness. From the character training they have 
received they have so profited that I have no hesita- 
tion in saying of the women of the Kliasi Hills that 
they arc rapidly becoming bom Leaders. I am there- 
fore confident that a proposal to form a Khasi Nursing 
Division of the St. John Ambulance Association will 
receive your fullest support. 

Tills proposal has come direct from our new 
Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals, Colonel . Shortt, 
whom I am very happy to introduce to you today. It 
did not take Colonel Shortt very long to perceive what 
u valuable recruiting ground the Khasi women affor- 
ded and to resolve to give scope to their latent genius 
for Nursing and to their loyal and off-expressed wish 
to be allowed to help to the utmost of their capacity. 

1 was very happy when he asked me if this Meet- 
ing could be held at Government House and also 
awed me to preside because, for one thing it associates 
me with you all in this new effort which is being 
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i.iiui 1j« (1 UmI.iv, .iJiil lu] jiiolliri, because it qi\Cb me 
.ui {»j)j)oilui.n> <tl IcHiii^ >ou know bomethins? of the 
l*(vc and adinii.tliu'i w lich is in my heart for the 
wonjeti <u tl Khad Hills, 

iiie liuic' I }ia\t“ idt with >ou is very short and I 
shall beleaviin* inan> w rll-know'si and trusted friends 
amon,' \<tii. Inn 1 daili never cease to watch your 
pio.res* iiom alar, and 1 Ijiow very well that those 
qualitits of l.eait and that steadfastness of character 
whiih I have known and loved in vou will find ever 
incri asmn scope in the futuie of >our Province. As far 
as ilu- inimrdiatc purpose of this mt.eting is concerned, 
I am convinced that you have only to realise the 
importumc of tliis St.John's Ambulance training to 
iak<‘ full adv anti ge ol it. I know that more than 30 
Khrtsi Women luve volunteered for A.R.P. duties and 
they win realise that unless one is trained to give skil- 
led help one is of veiy limited use in a time of nation- 
al emergency. So sou I say, as I have been 
saying for 4 years to the Uul Guicles of Assam, train 
youi'selvcs now so that you may be ready when the day 
of testing comes and so will you not be fomid wan- 
ting. 


20. Meeting of the Darrang Branch of the Indy 
Hardiime Linen League and of the Red Gross 
Work Party at Tezpur (l9th February, 1942) 

1 am very glad of the opportunity to meet you all' 
here today. 1 understand that I am addressing for 
the most part a newly organised Branch of the Lady 
Hardinge linen League and a newly formed Work 
Party and it is a vciy great satisfaction td me to see 
such a Ipge gathering here today. I shall look for- 
ward with great interest to seeing the results of your 
work under tne able guidance of ms. Guha. 1 under- 
stand that some df you have come over 50 milai to 
meet me here today, and 1 appreciate it very much. 
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! am \»‘n liapjn to m riM* ft ntn Mi . Gwha the sum 
(if R'. 1”1* he',, \ i> Me’ let lii’s 'iih** lijjlii ns t<i 
the I.ifh H.n’iii c Irnii I.t t lu*. I think this is a 
si'lemlitl T< jvri I .u, i l^,tu.ls^^le \uii that itis\our 
(t\NJi (i\il ho-pital wiiit h will hciti lit ftoin \nnr wnc- 
u*sit\. 

I am hi that m..n\ (<fy»»u hatl never he. i«l of the 
I«uK Hat liiii.e Ian. n Lea. le anti of the work which 
it doiii'i, now <tl (oma* imdei creat dillieulties. 
Mrs. Cmha will Ii.ise reatl the laKst Annii.il Rcpoit to 
you so lliat I imdaii \\oii\ voa with hguies but I 
would like to tt 11 yai nn own (\jtera*nees o\er five 
\eais. Whenever 1 \i ited a Hospital in the early 
davs I was alw.U'. met hy the same appe.d, an uri*cnf 
request for shei iv pillow slips, towtls and materials 
for Hospital i».uinems. Aftti this Assam Branch of the 
Lady Ilardlntje Lint n Le.nfue was fortned Hospital af- 
ter Hospital was adflcd to the list of those rectiviiiR an 
annual contribution of H<»spital Linen up to the very 
hmit of our resources. Now there is haiclly a Hospital 
in Assam in which I dti not recognise the timiliar striped 
material adopted by tlio Linen League. This material 
by the way is an indigenous product of Assam and so 
twice benefits, first the weaver and then the wearer ! 
Thirty-four llo.spitals have been helped by gifts and 
this fresh accession of Members will, I hope, enable 
one, if not two, more Hospital to be added to this list. 
The only expenses are the publishing of the Annual 
Report by which we hope to secure an ever widening 
circle of Alembers and a few postage expenses. So for 
the small sum of Rs. 2 a year you can have the satis- 
faction of knowing that you arc helping your own 
people in your own Hospitals to much greater comfort 
than they could otherwise receive. As we all know 
there is much healing in comfort when one is sick. 

To turn to the Red Cross. You may know that 
there arc now 63 Work Parties in the Province, of 
which one is already here in Tezpur, which has l^en 
working ance the be^nning. Some of these are 
composed of European Ladies, some of Indian Ladies 
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and some of both European and Indian Ladies, but 
whether composeti of European or of Indian Ladies 
they all work for the same aims and objects which 
are principally for the relief of .suffering and di,stress 
among the tvounded soldiers of the Indian Army, the 
Royal Indian Na\y, the Royal Air Force, and the 
Indian Air Force and all branches of the Forces and 
for providing umvounded Members of these Forces 
with warm extra clothing and many other amenities to 
lighten the hardships of campaigning. Your own new 
Work Party will, I understand, have 50 Members of 
whom 32 come from Behali. I am sure that we shall 
sec great results from this effort of yours, and I thank 
you all for this generous response to our appeal for 
more w'orkeis. 

I do not think anyone could contemplate wih 
feelings short of consternation what conditions would 
have wen like without all these extras supplied by 
Work Parties. 

1 would like to give you a few instances of how 
the.se Work Parties are called upon to meet urgent 
needs. There was a time when India was suddenly 
asked to produce 50,000 Dysentry Pads, each Province 
was allotted a certain number and within a very short 
time all of them were on the way to their destination. 

With the rapid expansion of the Army and the 
extension of the war to Syria, Iraq and Iran a special 
appeal was put out by His Excellency the Viceroy, and 
backed by His Excellency the Governor, for war com- 
forts for the troops before winter and the output from 
Assam was increased by half as much again. 

Whm the menace of war drew nearer to India it 
became imperative to make preparation against possi- 
ble Air Raids over Assam and for the provision of 
Hospital facilities for civilian casualties. iTie Inspec- 
tor-General of Civil Hospitals addressed an urgent 
appeal to our ConuniitTO for Hospital garmeats and 
bondages — ^whkh he said he was quite unable to 
psiwidc from any other source. The Red Ooss, as 
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you no doubt know, looks after the civilians whose 
injuries hav(‘ been cau'.ed by enemy aciion as well as 
the Member', of the Forces. Between December 2nd 
and 29th 4 lb pairs of pyjamas were made and sent up 
tf> the Depot and 410 nightejown'. for women and 
children svorc also pi’oduced. Now I ask you what 
woTiUl have been the plight of those men, women and 
children of India had these Air Raids taken place and 
no garments or bandages been ready f<ir tho'se who 
became casualtic^? You may stiy they h.ive not yet 
been needed, that is tnie, but why not? Simply anti 
solely because of the buhvark of Troops, British, Indian 
and Imperial, not to mention Burmc'.c and ( Ihinese, 
who are fighting so stubbornly and heroically in Burma 
and have done so in Malaya in order to keep such 
Raids aw'ay from India. Take the case of France. It 
took only 3 weeks for the .\xis Forces to overrun 
France and bring her to capitulation, and what has 
been her fate since? Direst poverty, hunger, disease 
and continuous acts of terrorisation by the German 
Gestapo, the shooting of hostages, the death penalty 
for the possession of aims and for many other so-called 
crimes. On December 7th Japan launched War upon 
the Far East and but for the heroism of those men for 
whom you are going to work Japanese Troops would 
now be carrying out the same persecution of your 
country as Axis Forces have perpetrated in France. 
That danger is not yet averted, it is only delayed, but 
to delay the enemy’s plans may well be to frustrate 
them. Japan is tin owing every atom of her strength 
into her war effort but what of us? If every man and 
woman in this great country had resolved to throw 
their whole strength into the War it might have been 
that the war would never have got so close to India. 

What we can do now let us do to our utmost, let 
us work all we can to help the brave men fighting for 
our safety, let us save all we can to hel^ pay for the 
munitions without which their bravery is oi no avail 
and let us train ourselves to be of use in a time of 
emergency should we be calloi upon to endure any of 



the horrors of \v.«r, I look to \ou, to cver^-one of you, 
to uphold tin di oiiiy ol the womauliood of India just 
asthoincn of ludi.i iuno «‘ara(tl for themselves a 
reputation M’HOid to n<inc 


21. Inauguration of the Silver Thimble Fund. 

^March, 1940; 

1 1 i‘> .m ent ouraafinif thouc;ht that the failure of a 
woin out silv«‘i thimble to protect its wearer was res- 
ptdi'.iblc h>r latmc hing stich a beneficent effort as the 
Siher Tlnnible Timd. \Vc have heard of a pricked 
fingt r I ausing the sleeping Princess to sleep for a hun- 
dred yeats, but in this case a jjricked finger was able to 
bring many wounded to immediate medical aid and to 
lespite fiom pain and suffeiing. 

Ladv Linlithgow, who has sponsored this appeal 
and asked all Provinces to support it to the best of 
their ability, ha? maiie it clear that it is not money that 
is asked for. It L truly the worn out silver thimbles, 
the broken and discarded jewellery, the old and useless 
“junk” which is apt to clutter up so many houses which 
is what we ask for. These things are merely junk to 
their owners, but they can become the means perhaps 
of saving life and certainly of alleviating pain and dis- 
comfort by prosnding the money for flying Ambulances. 

Which of us, even in the best of health, has not 
suffered from the journey to Shillong from Calcutta? 

Those of us who saw the Aeroplane circling round 
Shillong on Monday and realised it had taken 52 mi- 
nutes to reach us from Calcutta will be well able to 
appreciate how much suffering a flying ambulance can 
alleviate. 

In launching this Appeal we may well stress the 
fact that we need to make no apology for making Ibis 
further demand. Wc arc in fact public benefactors for 
our purpose is to relieve members of the public of all 
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the uiUMiiiled uctumulatmu uf broken .md uMh'< 
uinamcuts. Ail \sc at-k of them ib that tbn d ouM 
spend a little time and take a Hide trouble to rolled 
such things and send them to us, so that \se imiy lo 
their damaged goods to help to mend broken lives. 

I would like to express ni) warm thanks In 
Mrs. Christie fur having 'iniuliu iasticalh taktn o\(i 
the organisation of this Tund for me. I ask(d In r to be 
its President but she said ^hc inlmitely picf(Trcd the role 
of a hard-\s orking Secretary. Sir Muluimmad Saadiilla 
was then asked to grace the portion, but he also said In* 
preferred the role of a humble worker of the Commit- 
tee, and in compliance with In'* \er\ spenai request I 
find myself with jet another R(»bo of office cast ahout- 
my shoulders! All I tau say i*. that I iUn more than 
proud, more than happy to be a-^uriated ui whatever 
way anyone thinks I ma) be able to help most, with 
any and every effort which haslur its object to help 
those who are giving their health and strength, and in 
some cases their lives in upholding the cause of jus- 
tice and Freedom. 

I would like to thank all those who have come to- 
day and who have consented to seive on this Commit- 
tee and help Mrs. Christie. 

Tills work could not be in more capable hand.s 
and I look forward to seeing a great response through- 
out the Province. 



III. INUUbfRlLS AND SULF-llELP FROM POVERTY TO 

IV LAE ill, 

22. Visit to the Womens Co-operatHe Industrial 
Home in Dum Oum L9.’19 

]’<(r\ci\ m.ins I \iauhfd unci uclinircd 

Lady litiscN woik loi widoW',. It has al\va\s smick me 
that slu* has dfali uith this most dilhcult problem in a 
%eiy practii.il tnamiei and 1ki«‘ \vi* havelrcsh pioof’or 
th.it same jmiefiial scu'e in this nets Miituro started by 
her on rf)-()per.itne lines. 

The \er\’ liiiesi help th.u .ni> one can give is. to 
help jieople to l»*lp themseKcs. This is the whole 
essem e <tf this woik In re. It is not jicilups .so easy as 
it sounds ; not onl> h.ive the woikers to Ix* trained to 
work but in tilt sf days ol ke< n competition to lind a 
market foi their produt is is no c.isy matter, and here 
we have a liesh proof<iri..id) Bose's organising ability 
in her suggestion of eoming to some working agree- 
ment with the Mills. 

I am convinced that if hand-loom products strive 
to eomplcte on their own ground witli machine-made 
goods, the nsult is forcfloomecl to ftilure, or at any 
rate that the margin of piofit obtainable must be such 
as to be almost worthless. By adhering, however, to 
certain lines of production there is a profit to be made. 

I have gone into this question of hand-weaving 
versus machine-made goods very thoroughly with a 
leading organiser of hand-woven goods in England. 
His experience over a great number of years is that 
there is a demand for hand-woven goods which shew 
beauty of colour, distinctive design and originality of 
treatment, and this is the sort of work which I venture 
to suggest that you should concentrate on here. 

It seems to me that this Co-opKerative Industrial 
Home is a natural corollary of the Widows’ Home that 
has been running for many years under Lady fiose’s 
active supervision. 
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Wfhaxpmm icuIh-H this fnrtlior Rtaq«* when the 
ti.iiiU'fi wnrKi Is fioni tl)<u lloiuc .iit* h»‘]|)fd to bnoiiic 
w.iqr-i .iriu’n*,' nuiitlxisol Uu* lonimunilv. 

] (onqialnl.tic B(is<* .uul lirr (lonmiittcc on 
this vny Mun.il «i« xoIopnH nt of all her inaii\ \pars of 
dovotcil labour on lu-half of the Widows of this Pro- 
vince. 

1 commend this Society to all w ho have at heart 
the buildinq up »>f the quantities of self-help and self- 
respect amonq the members < if that community who 
have not only suifered the misery of bereavement but 
who have also had to endure the most undeserved 
odium of tludr fellow-men. 

In qivinq you all my \ery lx‘st wishes for the suc- 
te.s.s of this venture I would like to .s.iy how Iiappy I 
am to have been able to come here to-day and to 
tiiank you for the welcome which you have given me. 


23. Caponing of the Mission Sale, Daijeeling 

(1939) 

It is a very real plea.sure to me to have the pri- 
vilege opening this Mission Sale, more particularly so 
as I had the honour of doing so once before, some 
years ago, and I am sure I shall find that great pro- 
gress has been made in the interval in the 
quality and scope of the work produced. 

I am sure everyone will agree that one of the 
finest ways of helping people is to teach them to do 
beautiful work and to produce beautiful things. The 
urge to create is inborn in everybody. We all know 
the joy a child experiences in producing something he 
has made all by himself. The craftsman takes the 
greatest pride in the “finish” of his goods, and perhaps 
one of Ac greatest causes of discontent in Ac world 
to<4ay is to be found in the purely mechanical charac- 
tar of so many people’s work. 
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It is good to find here so much individual achieve- 
ment and to lealise how the appreciation of handicraft 
is spieading, thereby creating a lai:ger market for goods 
of beauty and of individuality. 

That is one aspect of your work, and the other is 
tliat it is a far finer thing to help people to help them- 
selves than to give indiscriminate charity. It is also 
far harder but infinitely more worth while. No me 
likes to feel themselves a burden, either on their fami- 
lies or on the public, and ^ving people the chance to 
work for themselves is to give them self-respect and a 
feeling of independence which is of infinite value. 

Everyone who has had anything to do with Indus- 
tries, Cottage or otherwise, knows that the greatest 
problem lies in providing a market and I feel sure 
tliat many of the Missions who are exhibiting their 
work here to-day would be very hard put to it to sell 
their goods without the kindly help this Sale affords. 

It is the co-ordinated effort which is so valuable, 
the combination of the skilled teacher, the industrious 
worker and the buyer who has discrimination and uses 
beautiful things. 

Fashions change and the market depends on a 
sure knowledge of what are the present-day needs. 
Many can help in this way, as we had good cause to 
know in Calcutta, and it is the suggestions made by 
the leaders of fashion which are of such tremendous 
value to these whose sales depend upon pleasing the 
taste of the general public. 

I shall not take up more of your time but in 
thanking you for welcoming me here to-day I would 
like to say how much I appreciate that welcome and 
how very glad 1 am to be able to come. I now have 
much pimure in declaring the Scots Mission Indui>- 
tries Sale of W<»k open. 
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21'. Inattguration of A&sam Xndastries Association 

April, 19.%^ 

Ever since 1 came to 1 hcive wanted to 

start the same sort of Associatitm in Assam as the 
Benffal Home Industries Association in Bcin^al. That 
was formed in 1917 bciause Lord Carmichael said it 
was ridiculous that in a comitry with an indigenous 
silk iirdustiy he ct uld not buy a silk handkerchief. 

When I looked inU» the question of tire selling of 
Assam silk and other articles it seemed that there was 
\ery little produced that would command a ready 
market in e ompetition with other silks -and so it was 
that Mrs. Maitland K.ing and I dccidt'd that for the 
time being she should start the little Assam-Bcngal 
Industries bales Room in the Club and in the mean- 
while we would try to help by suggesting designs and 
weaves to the local Khasi Weaving Society and the 
Gauhati Emporium. I would like here to say a very 
hearty thank ” to Mr. Mehta as Director of 
Industries, to Rai Sahib Sundaram in charge of the 
Gauhati Emporium and to Mr. Dhar of the Khasi 
Weaving Society for their enthusiastic reception of our 
ideas and fur the great help wc have had from them 
from the beginning. Wc are also greatly indebtol to 
the Club Committee for allowing us the use of the 
sales rfroin rent-free and for other concessions. The 
Bengal Home Industries is an Association owning 
capital which enables them to buy their stock from the 
villagers, but here the difficulties in the way of raising 
the necessary capital are so great — ^people have not 
much money to spare and demands on their gene- 
rosity are many — that it seems that it would be best to 
start like the “ Good Companions ” in Calcutta on a 
con^gnment basis which requires only sufficient income 
to defray establishment expenses. The Good Gompa- 
nions opened their sales depot for Industrial Missions 
and Industries on January 22nd, 1934, with a present 
Bs.l00 from Lady WillingdtHi, the prcoaise of 
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Rs.lOO each on loan from six sympathisers, the offer of 
the Bible Society’s room as a sales room, and a very 
great deal of faith ! By the end of three months they 
had grown out of the sales room and took half the 
ground floor of No.22, Ghowiinghce, and within a few 
months they were growing out of that. The lean 
months of June, July, August and September were a 
drain upon their resources and another Rs.lOO had to 
be Wrowed but in October the sales went up and 
from then on they never looked back. It is from 
such modest beginnings that the present Good Compa- 
nions Depot in Calcutta has grown and its success is 
largely due to the amazing way in which those who 
work and send their goods for sale have improved in 
design and workmanship, with the advice and help 
given by those ladies working in the Sales Room. 

Most of you, if not all, have seen the remarkable 
way in which Mrs. Maitland King’s little Assam 
i^ngal Sales Room has grown from similar modest 
be ginnings . Many of you have worked there to help 
Mrs. Maitland King and I know that everyone 
here will join with me in congratulating her very 
heartily on the wonderful success of her efforts. It is 
entirely because of these efforts that we are now in a 
position to make a start with the proposed Assam 
industries Association which I am asking you now to 
consider. 

We will hear from the Hon’ble Minister for In- 
dustries, the Director of Industries, Mrs. Maitland 
King and Mr. Blank their views on the question and 
we shall be very grateful if you will all consida: the 
proposition and then, I hope, give us your sujpport. I 
^ve been tremendously struck with the enthusiasm you 
have all shown and 1 am very sure that with the sup- 
port and help <£ all of you we shall be able to make 
su^ an Association one — of which not only we but 
Jimm muy he |uoudu 
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25. Opening of the War Stall at the Assam 
Industries Association (1st May, 1941). 

The Opening of this V\ar Stall adds yet another 
to the list of Assam's War efforts. For some time 
Mrs. Small had been quietly selling gifts of Naga clutlis 
for the beneflt of the War Funds. Then an account 
of Thrift Shops opened in another Province inspired 
us to develop this idea and to enlarge its scope so tha* 
all gifts might be sold here. 

You will of course realise that the sales svill de- 
pend entirely on the generosity of donors. If gifts 
fail there vs ill be nothing for sale, but we feel sure that 
we shall not appeal in vain and that these shelves will 
nev'er suffer the reproach of nakedness. We are con- 
vinced that all who have gardens in Shillong will keep 
these Flower Vases stocked with flowers for sale and I 
have no doubt the visitors in Shillong will come here 
and buy flowers to cheer them in their enforced 
absence from their own homes and gardens. 

We have all listened with ever-growing anxiety 
to the Wireless news during this last fortnight. Our 
confidence in ultimate victory, which remains unsha- 
ken, does not prevent our acute distress over the 
hardships and sufferings borne by our gallant troops 
who have been so heroically helping to defend Greece 
in her mortal extremity. You must have all longed, 
as I did, to be somewhere nearer the scene of action, 
somewhere where we could feel we were really and 
truly pulling our \ eight. The fact remains that we 
arc here in complete security, living under extremely 
adequate if not luxurious conditions, while those near 
and dear to so many of us in England arc daily sub- 
ject to the violence of War and have to be content 
with rations, which if adequate, are certainly not 
luxurious. Our pent — up longings to help those at 
home will do no good to anyone unless we can 
utilise them as an incentive to yet greater efforts in 
aid of War Funds. By this 1 do not mean that we 
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shojild sul)stitutc efforts in aid of the War for those we 
are already eoininillctl to for the benefit of the Pro- 
vince. That would indeed be wrong and most 
unfair to Assam. 

I’here arc few of us w’ho can honestly say we have 
no time for more. Mr>. Small has found no lack of 
hc!p«‘rs and I am vure that many all over the Province 
will U»ok around their homes and see what they can send 
as gifts for .sale here. If by any chance elephants other 
than white ones should be sent will donors please make 
provision for them as there will be no running expenses 
in connection with thi.s Stall, 

Wc have to thank the Assam Industries Associa- 
tion for allowing us the use of their grounds and of this 
Shelter. I am r<‘minded of the story of Spider and 
the Fly, “ Will you come into my Parlour ”, said the 
Spider to the Fly, “ It’s the very nicest Parlour that 
ever you did spy lam not quite clear in my own 
mind whether the Spider is represented by the Assam 
Industries As.sociation or by this War Stall, but which- 
ever it is I am quite sure that you all represent the Fly ! 
I only hope that you will not be devoured wholesale so 
tliat something of you is left to come again ! 

Our warmest thanks are due to Mr. Waheed Ali 
who has made us this beautiful War Stall out of the 
somewhat decrepit Shelter he was given to work on. 
The renovations are his contribution to the War Stall 
and I know you will agree with me that it is a most ge- 
nerous gift. It enables us to start the War Stall with 
no debts. Wc asked him to make it conspicuous and 
I know you will agree that he has succeeded brilliantly. 
If passers-by do not come in to see what it is all about 
the fault is not ours ! 

Now with your help we will give Mrs. Small and 
all her helpers a grand push off. We may not be able 
to “ Roll out the barrel ” but we can and will roll in 
the gifts amd the money — so let us “ Go to it ”, 
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IV. RIGHTS OF WOMEN (WAY TO FREEDOM) 

26. Anath Ashram and the Women’s Protection 
Society, Shillong, (3rd May 1941.) 

I thank you for your address of Welcome and for 
the kind words of appreciation in that address. 

I am very glad to have been able to come here to- 
day to visit the Anath Ashram of the Hindu Mission 
and the Women Protection’s Society with which it is 
associated. Most of all am I glad to come because I 
feel it is time indeed that your efforts to alleviate the 
unhappy lot of the orphans and of those who Ixave 
stumbled on life’s way should meet with more encourge- 
ment from the public and with the support of every 
well-wisher of the Province. 

The thought of Salvage is in all our minds these days. 
It has been a revelation to every one to realise how 
much of what was formerly thrown away as useless has 
now become a valuable addition to the country’s re- 
sources. It is even more so with Human Salvage. 
Unwanted babies may grow up to be the most useful 
citizens, even more useful because of their gratitude to 
the coimtry which has given them a place in the world 
which they can fill with seff-rcspect. 

I believe that this feeling of self-respect is one of 
the most important, if not the most important, of all 
things to be encouraged. Charity is sometimes hard 
to bear. What we can do and what we all ought to 
do is to put it within the reach of eveiy one, not only 
to provide themselves with the necessaries of life, but 
to be able to add something to the sum total of the 
world’s achievement. Every child in this or|}hanage 
should grow up with the conviction that there is work 
worth doing for him or her in this world and that he 
or she will be trained for it. Every woman in the 
Society’s Hostel should be able to feel that she can put 
the past, however wretched, behind her and make of 
the life before her something really wc^ worth while. 
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I know that VI mi Seirctaiirs of both the Orpha- 
nage ami the Women's I’mieitioii Society have these 
ideals in their heat is. it is foi all of us to help them 
to <ai:iy out Iheii jmiposfN, 

As rcRard.s the Iliudn Orphanage, is it really too 
much to ask Government who are, after all, responsi- 
ble for the health and welfare of all the el< ven million 
inhabitants of this Province to assist in this most credi- 
table work .* Is it not unutterable w’astagc of the 
potential resources i»f the Province if they do not do 
so ? A nation's wealth lies in its children. More 
especially when there arc no parents to look after the 
children should the State step in and lend a hand. 

I am rclueiani to appear to criticise your splendid 
effort but I would like to draw’ the attention of the 
public to the fact that the resources w’ith which you 
are trying to carry out your work are utterly inade- 
quate and that therefore your children can hardly fail 
to suffer from the effects of malnutrition. I do plead 
for more general public support that these children 
may have sufficient to enable them to grow to their 
full potential stature, both physically and mentally. 

To turn to your Women’s Protection Society. 
From your Report I think you have achieved much in 
the short time it has been in existence. This is entire- 
ly due to the devoted labours of your Secretary. Will 
he and ail of you forgive me if I say that above all 
this is Women’s wprk ? Where arc the Women of 
Assam to take up this Work ? We have great examp- 
les before our eyes from our sister Province of Bengal. 
Lady Abala Piose stands out. She has, 1 suppose, 
done more than any woman in her time, saving per- 
haps Mrs. Saroj Nalini Dutt for the cause of Hindu 
widom 1 could mention many others in Bengal but 
1 happen to have had personal knowledge of the great 
work done by Mrs. S. K. Sinha in the All-India Wo- 
men’s Indusbial Home, in Dum X)um, and by Lady 
Bose in the Bengal Women’s Co-C>pt^tive Industrial 
Home also in Dum Xhim. 
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TIiPS<* '•hnu fli(‘ u.»\ to us in Ans.iih. Yuu havral- 
st.irfnl in jIm* w is lis Mtur Wf.tsina iHnn> 
lint sslnit Mill 'll I I 1 ’i 'll ; ("nirni.i’M' nl wiitufii 
will! win I'nni .I’.i! ’! >’i )!♦'« I ‘lull II ih.ll itics 

mas limi <i ii.i'h mul.it ) kun.v t.h.it this iikmii'. .n 
work ami I’lloit. Vnn ilo nm u.^ii non-workm on 
such a C’onimiitn. I hast* se<‘n the n suits wliich 
ran hcolitainnibut I kimw tuoilu shn i hardss’orksshirh 
bniUEtlii about ilust* smct 'ful rcojlts. My best wish 
for sou is th.it sou too m.is tiiid stum* ladies here in 
.Shillont* who svill ifjsi of thiir lime and of their abili- 
tS( to Itrlp sou on to a >in<‘ Iwsis of production. The 
market is line, the dnn.uid for liand ssosrn c;oods far 
exieeds the suppls. if a hh'h stand.ird of work is 
insisted uimn and ails he a*- to design is taken frotn 
those wlio know’ thi market I e in lussiirr you that you 
will Kfl all llie work sou need. 

In conclusion, I ssould like to conipratulate you on 
the perses’cring efforts wliich Iias’c resulted in so much 
progress made in these tsvo institutions and I wish 
them both a much brighter future. 


27. All-India Women’s Conference, Assam Con- 
stituency (1939) 

We have been through a fairly long and detailed 
programme in which we, as members of the Assam 
Constituency of the .\ll-Indja Women's Conference, have 
endorsed these Resolutions passed at the Annual Gene- 
ral meeting of the Central Association. Tlie ground 
ciwcrcd has been extensive, and if some of us are in- 
clined to be apprehensive at the scope and nature of 
TOinc of these Resolutions and to wonder Ijow we 
in our little far-a-way comer of Assam can hope to 
carry out such an ambitious programme, let us remem- 
ber that everything has to have a beginning and every 
step forward helps us along the road to better condi- 
tions for the women ana children ctf the Province. 
We must keep our eyes lifted towards the stars and 
our feet firmly on the road of achievement. 
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It has often been said to me, with \\ hat justifira- 
tion I leave to your juthiinent, th.it the women arc to 
a miMsure respui'.ible loi the toutinuauce of the 
rle.uage that e.\i‘.t*. lM*twun Mtiinmaiitiis m India. 
If tliis be a hut., and I at>ain < ni]iha.i.e that 1 am not 
in a position to judiie, it is indectl wise that Com- 
munal Unit) should 1 m‘ in tin* forcFixint of the Reso- 
lutions on our list today. It behoves us all to help by 
every means in our power to break down the barriers 
that exist. 

The world is in the throes of War and everywhere it 
is the women who suffer mo'st. In the wars of bygone 
days women and children were protected physically 
as much as possible, but in a totalitarian war such as is 
l>eing waged today none may hope to escape and the 
weakest and most defenceless arc the obvious prey, and 
the soonest to be attacked by Dictators who fear no 
God and to whom the principles of justice and mercy 
arc matters for scorn and derision. We must do our 
utmost to hold aloft the lamp of mercy, of compassion 
and of kindness so that when these dark days are over, 
those who have walked through the valley of the sha- 
dow of death may find hope and courage to build a 
new and better world. 

There is much for us to do here in Assam. We 
must^ not be content to say that Assam is a backward 
Province. It would not long be backward if the wo- 
men all combined. I have heard public-spirited men 
in India bewail the fact that India is so backward in 
her social services as compared with England. But I 
would ask yon to study carefully how that degree of 
Social*Service was built up and then to ask ourselves 
whether it is Government who alone can be blamed or 
whether it is not we ourselves, the mothers who share 
the blame. I will quote to you some passages from 
Sir George Newman’s Building of a Nation’s Health. 
In taking of the establishment Infant Care Centres 
he writes ; — 
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“ Thus for thf* fust time mudance for Enj?Hsh 
inotluTs in infant t art- and care nourislnncnt hecanie 
obtainable between and Infant milk de- 

pots, infant ronsultation*.. schofils for mothers and in- 
fant nurture ^emre^ were starteti in various parts of the 
countrj’, and b\ 191b were e\ertint» a pf»wcnul influen- 
ce throughout the population. Cloncurrently the me- 
dical supervision of school chiklron had in 1908 become 
an important fattoi in the life of the English home and 
the mothers were awakening to the needs of their 
children's health Several million mothers be- 

came “ child conscious It was this almost univer- 
sal M\TERXA1. AWAKENING which really btgan 
to cliange the outlook of child health — as every alert 
medical ollicer of Health knew in his own district 
between 1904 ,ind 1910 One of the greatest achie- 
vements of these times was the Children’s Care Com- 
mittees. “ The Act for the Provision of School meals 
authorised the Education Authority to “ associate ” 
with itself a School Canteen Committee. This was to 
prove the beginning of what became known in 1909 as 
“ Care Committees ”. It would not be easy to esti- 
mate the invaluable service rendered by these bodies, 
both at the initiation of school feeding and medical 
inspection of school clilldren during the thirty 
years of their growth. For they brought into these 
new administrative movements a voluntary spirit of 
initiativeness and invention, unstinted care and time, 
and that altruistic devotion by which great things are 
done ”. “ It was a new type of social service which 
reaped an early and continuing harvest “ The 
Educationists in England knew, as the parents knew, 
that inany hungry children were sitting m school and 
that it was useless to attempt to educate an un-nouri- 
shed child ”. ‘‘ Education of the imder-fed is a posi- 
tive evil “ To educate under-fed children, it was 
said, is to promote deterioration of physique by ex- 
hausting the nervous system 

We can, and should, demand l^slation for the 
protection of women and children ; ^tmaity Bene- 
fit Schemes all have their part to pby but I ask you, 
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have w<‘ hi India anv such comparable voluntary social 
!»ervire.s as those uhicli built up the great structure of 
snei.tl service in Entiland? Do the women of India 
come forward in their thousands, do they even come 
forward in their tens, to lay upon themselves the burd- 
en of vtduntaty' services in the absence of such State — 

run services? Believe me my sisters, it is no exeuse to 
say that we have no money. _The will to sustained 
work is the one and only essential and other things are 
draw'u to it as iron filings are drawn into the sphere of 
the magnet. 

I have spoken at length on this subject of Care 
Committees because I feel that this is one way in which 
this constituency' could do real nation — building work. 

I will merely touch on the Resolution to promote 
indigenous industries. Here in Assam we have a won- 
derful heritage from the past. The skill of the weavers 
is not yet dead but alas! We sec all too often that, 
lured by the relative cheapness of Japanese and Chinese 
yarn, they neglect their own beautiful Assamese silk 
and put money into the hands of foreigners in these 
countries instead of demanding the silk yam from their 
own people. Again the customer is tempted by the 
lower price of the silk material and never realises that 
he is taking the bread from liis brother’s mouth to put 
into the mouths of the Chinese or Japanese. 

The same tale of neglect can be told of designs. 
There are the most beautiful Assamese designs which 
have been handed down in the traditional way for, 
perhaps, hundreds of years. 

Knowing my interest in these matters generous 
ladies have sent me precious heirlooms, but when 1 
tried to get them copied by the weavers of today I 
vww told they are uneconomic, they would take too 
loan®, they would be too expensive to buy. I believe 
most earnestly that if the women of Assam demand 
Assamese silx and Asamese designs in their own 
Saries, there would be such an impetus given in this 
dfrecrion tliat the weavers and silk producers would be 
dble to ei^y tike prcMperity whidh their indageiBiOllf 
jsikt 
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I must apolocriso For takina; tip so mtirli time but 
I hope to speak throuqh jou to all the women of 
Assam. 


28. Assam Branch of the AU^India Women’s 
Conference Echo aod Half-yearly Meeting 
(June 21st, 1911). 

^Ve ha\’(! assembled here today for the Combmed 
Echo and half yearly Meeting. We have adopted 
those of the Resolutions passed at the last 
All-India Women’s Conference which we think most 
applicable to Assam, Nearly all of these arc connect- 
ed with the betterment of conditions for Women and 
Children with one exception - that of the Resolution 
on War. 

We especially, the women of the world, arc all 
united in our detestation of War and in our longing for 
Peace. There may be diiTercnces of opinion as to 
whether wars are avoidable or unavoidable. Nothing 
you or I can do will sway the course of events in any 
way except one thing only. We can ail unite in 
Praying for Peace. 

Social Service work in India is in its infancy, in 
Assam we arc among the most backward but the fact 
that this Assam Branch of the All-India Women’s 
Conference has gone steadily forward in these last 4 
years is proof that interest in such matters is being 
steadily awakened. 1 know that many here are 
wishful to do more than the little they have yet been 
able to accomplish. Without financial resources it is 
difficult to keep up an^ sustained work. Much is 
being learnt through trial and error. We must see 
that we we not disheartened too much but be ever 
ready to try again and again. It is inevitable that in 
a time of stress and strain such as we are enduring 
the social services should suffer. Many of your Mem- 
bers aie worldng hard for the comfort of their fellow- 
countrymen serving abroad and in providing Hospital 



70 


supplies for the sick and wounded of the Forces. Such 
Memi)ers arc funiiint; habits of work for others which 
will, I know, n(‘vcr leave them. 

The war cannot last for ever. We may still ciy 
aloud “ Watihmau ! What of the Night ? ” ana 
the answer still comes “ The night is dark and full of 
storm ”, but no night but ends in the dawn of a new 
day. When that day dawns wc mast be ready, for it is 
the Women of every Clountry whose task it will be to 
bind up the wounds, to bring hope and comfort to 
weary and disillusioned men. 

W'hat of the Dawn ? None can tell the form or 
substance of the nt'w Day, but whatever it is Women’s 
work will never change. Let us resolve that the love 
which we shower upon our children may reach out in 
ever widening circles so that eyes may see tlie sadness 
of the needy and destitute around \is, that our hearts 
may feel the load of sorrow too heavy' to be borne and 
tliat having seen and known we may be impelled to 
work for those in need in that spirit of Divine Compas- 
sion which makes the whole world kin. 


29. Presidential Sfteech for the Annual General 
Meeting of the Assam Constitaency of the 
All-lnilia Women’s Conference (1st Novem- 
ber), 1941 

It is now 4|^ years since you did me the honour of 
making me your President. We have now come very 
near to the parting of the ways. There was a time 
when it seemed to me as if the parent organisation was 
becomii^ the willing tool of party politics and I consi- 
dered very carefully whether the time had not come 
for me to resign fronr the activities of the All-India 
Women’s Conference. This would have been a great 
disappointment to me because I have always held that 
our ireirk for wmten aid children, for the aUeviation 
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of their sullerings jiTid the Ix'itermeiit of their lot 
should not he harupeied ill am \v.i\ by diifeteines of 
opinion oi h) tlu‘ heiie anl.igoniMii of polities. In 
ilii'Non h.i\e mo‘t iovallv suppoited me and b\ your 
SedoUi^'s (aieful thoosimf of such Ki'solutions ai 
were of univ< rsal upplicatioii and could be in no way 
contentious and by your suppi^rt of such Resolutions 
ym have made it possible for me, to my great happi- 
ness, to continue wdth you to the end of our road to- 
gether. I thank you with all my heart for this spirit 
of co-operation which has enabled us to work together 
throughout this time. 

You do not need me to tell you of my love for 
India and for the people of India, above all for the 
simple folk. If I have been able to help them in any 
way 1 ask for no better memorial than the recognition 
that 1 have done what I could. 

So much for our relations with each other which 
have always been most happy. But what of our achie- 
vements ? Have wc justified ourselves ? Have we 
lived up to our protestations of our high ideals of 
service ? Can we claim that anyone in the Province 
is the better for our efforts, for our numerous meetings, 
our framing and passing of Resolutions ? Is every- 
thing only on paper as are so many of the grandiose 
schemes of present days ? I do not presume to judge. 
It may ^ that time is needed for the laying of solid 
foundations, that women have to learn the procedure 
of Committees and of the methods of working through 
Committees. Social Service by the well-to-do women 
of India is comparatively an innovation. Custom and 
tradition arc factors which militate against such service. 
Adherence to caste and the prejudices of caste have 
built up a high wall of seclusion around the women of 
the well-to-do. It takes much courage to scale those 
walls. It wiU take many generations to make those 
walls of such intangible sutotance that though they re- 
main in spirit yet they become as thin as air to pemtit 
of ^e ministrations of those more favoured by fate to 
their less fortunate sisters. 
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Tt is prrlinps t<M» fas\ for European ^\omen to 
judtje tluir lutii.in We have no rastc. Our 

Master has t nieht un d ii .is He \\h<» was Divine could 
wash the het ol in'. Di nph s. so all sei vice to the 
lowly was th( i< l>\ nuiohlKl. Por neailv 2,00(1 years 
we have had (his Pi«<* pt I « fine us and yet can wc say 
that we follow His PAainple in all thiut's ^ 

The times aie chanttint; in India and changing 
fast. But one thing will not change. Just as the in- 
fluence of the women behind the veil of Purdah has 
been the most potent fon e in India so will it ever be. 
It is for the w<mien of India to see that they are edu- 
cated, intellectu.vl, wdl-informed, trained to judge 
wisely anil tiunpi ratti> so that their influence may lead 
their beloved count ly safelv through the storm and 
stress of present-day tonditions to the liaven where we 
would all be. 

So I feel that it is not only by specific achieve- 
ments that we should weigh up the 4 years that this 
A.ssam Constituency has been working. The frame- 
work has been well built, the Women of Assam have 
been learning how to work such a constitution, they 
have become an established part of the whole, which is 
the All-India Women’s Conierencc. It is a splendid 
conception to have all the women of India unitra into 
one body and it is only by the inclusion of all who are 
of moderate opinions that the drive and energy of the 
more advanced elements will be tempered and mould- 
ed into a great force for good in the ultimate progress 
of India. 

And so as the time draws near for me to give up 
the reins of Office as your President I bid you look for- 
ward ; though little may appear to have been accom- 
plished it is something indeed to your credit that 
Asuuoa is represented in this All-India Women’s Gon- 
fereace and has a voice, however small, in its delibera- 
tiCKoa. Do not think you can be content to remsgp as 
you are, it is a fisat which has xievtar yet b<teQ acc^^ 
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pIWiul lli» J^aw Natut<* is suth tiiai thru* mubt 
alua\s Ih nii»v<ii<ht. (.tlai (orward or backuard. 
iSd toil that ilm ttiitui sou ai** buildintf is liniblud, 
wait .t It < 1 apt a a and laadc lit ior habitation inside. 
Ml tliat a dues nut butime one more of the man> 
niuinautatb to huatau bi ini's' lack of achievement. 

1 thank >ou all loi \oia lo>alt> and co-ojX'iation 
tlmiu.'hout thcM seat' and my \ cry best wishes go 
with >ou alwaxs. 

V. FIGHT FOR FREEDOM (WAY TO PEACE 
WirH VICTORY) 

30. Opening Ceremony of the Pleasure Park Fun 
Fair. 1 7th April, I9ily 

.\lways I have longed foi the opportunity to tell 
you how dear to the hearts of His Excellency and 
mysell aie liie people of the Khasi Hills. Now the 
opportunity is hue but I would that 1 could speak to 
you in your own language. For yhe best part of 4 
years we have moved amongst you in your own loved 
hills free and friendly as yourselves. Your hills have 
given us couiage in dilhcult times, your little valleys 
and mountain stieams have biought peabe into our 
heatts when ail the woild was full of strife. We owe 
you a debt which we tan never repay, but our thoughts 
will ever turn to you in aflcctionate memory long after 
the tune has come fur us to leave you. 

You can therefore realise how glad I was to con- 
sent when youi Siem asked me to open this Fun Fair 
to be held in aid of the War. You do not need me to 
speak to you of tlic War and the Principles for w^h 
we had to go to War. The fact that you are making 
tliis big cflort is proof enough that you realise how all 
who love Freedom must range themselves on the side 
of the Gieat Dnnociacies. 1 hope that enterprise 
will not only bring hnancial support to Assam's War 
eflort but that it may give you many hours of etyoy- 
meat in this Pleasure l^k. 
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I feel it is indeed a fittint? way of inaugurating this 
People's Park. I'irst, we Iiad the All-Assam Boy Scoute’ 
Jamboree wi'h their ideals ol Service, Comradesliip 
and jolUl> and now vu* have y<mr Fun Fair with its 
<»bject to raise funds lor the great Fight for Freedom 
anti its metliod of doing so through fun and laughter. 
I am sure y<m will agree with me that this Pleasure 
Piirk could not be mote fitly started on its future objec- 
tive, that of providing a safe and pleasant place of 
recreation for die ladies and children of Shillong. 

Siem of Mylliem, to you, to your Myrntris, to your 
Committee and to all your subjects, I give His Excel- 
lency's thanks for thi.s big and loyal elfort which you 
are making here to-day and 1 have great pleasure in 
declaring ihis Fun Fair Open, 

Kubelci Baraw, Kubelei Shibun. 


3L Inaugiiral Meeting of the Women’s Voluntary 
Service (18th August, 1941) 

1 tltink there can be few amongst you who have 
not heard of llie Women’s Voluntary Service which 
plays such a large part in the Civil Defence Services in 
Great Britain. It has established for itself a reputation 
which will endure for all time. 

I have realised for some time the widespread 
dedre which everyone has to share in Assam’s War 
effort. It was this realisation most of all which urged 
me to bring the Women’s Voluntary Service for Assam 
into existence. Every one, no matter who she may be, 
has an equal ri^ht to share in the Province’s War effort, 
and she is entitled to every amenity and guidance 
which those in authority are able to provide towards 
these War efforts. Everyone has an equal right to 
inward the Work Party at the Shillong Club as thdbr 
Paitnt Depdt. X know that all those wW are 
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whle for the <irs[anisiati»»n ftf tlu* Wurk Party arc anxi- 
ous that tliiK ••liould !«• uifli'lv VM(»;iii*rh Thr wool 
atul mail liaK |'in< haa-tl !o ila* Mimlwr* o| iliat Work 
Paif\ air iiia'h- lioi'i tlir Imt'’ pl.r'il at tlirii dispoia! 
by tlir Ahhaiu W.ii 1 iiiiii •iiiil nioiny luis brrn 
subscribed {ioni all ovri the Pio\inrr by people of 
eveiy- cluhS and colour and creed. 'I hr directions and 
instructions are is^nixl from the Central War Ormanisa- 
tion and are for the licneftt <»f evevycaie who wishes to 
work fur the War Organisation of the Indian Red 
Cross and Amenities for Tniops. 

In this war ctTort we want everyone's help, and 
cvery'one’s work is erpially valuable. One of the func- 
tions of the W'omen's N'oluniary Service will be to form 
subsidiaiy W'ork Parties, the representatives of which 
will be able to procure all the niiiterials and instruc- 
tions they rcriuire from the Work Party at the Shillong 
Club. 

But work for the troops is only one of the war 
efforts which I am going to ask you to initiate. I 
want you to start Ladies’ Savings Groups for the en- 
couragement of investment in Defence Certificates. 
This will be organised by the Women’s Voluntary 
Service through funds provided by the Assam War 
Fund. Each Group will have to have a most reliable 
Group Officer in charge of it. Th«c Group Officers 
will have to acquaint themselves with the terms of the 
Defence Savings Certificates and be able to stress the 
advantages to the investor as well as the help it affords 
in the prosecution of the War. 1 hey will also be res- 
ponsible for the stamps held for sale and the cash receiv- 
ed. It will be for you all to decide how you can best 
approach people to persuade them to invest in these 
Defence Savings Certificates. I think that there are 
many people who would like to do so but arc deterred 
by their ignorance of how to proceed and the delays 
which would be incurred by visits to the Post Office. 
In this connectiim Mrs. Kent has very kindly come 
iMsre this evaoing in order to tell us how the Ladies* 
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Savings Grotips arc run in Calcutta. Even if condi- 
tions of lift* lioie in Shillong need tliilhrml ways of 
pnK’cdurc it cannot but be of the ",MMU‘st lu*1p to us 
to bear how this \et\ sun «s fill i bt me h.i« In en orga- 
nised in Clalcutta. 

We look to the Women’s \'oluntary Service to assist 
in providing volunteer> for tlic A. R. P. Services. 
1 know that many, Khasi ladies in particular, have al- 
ready volunteered but I think there are many who 
have not yet been approached aud w ho would be 
ready to volunteer. It will be for the Women's Volun- 
tary Service Repri'scntativcs to explain how they can 
Iiest help those who wish to volunteer and to pass 
on their names to the A. R. P. authorities. It will be 
realised that a knowledge of Fh*st Aid and Home Nur- 
sing is one of the first requisites and the members of 
the Women’s Voluntary* Service should collect the 
names of those wishing to join in such courses and the 
Committee will then ask for arrangements to be made 
for them All forms of salvage come within the scope 
of the Women’s Voluntary Service and it will be one of 
the Committee’s duties to arrange for the sales of these. 
A regular collection of Literature for the Troops is one 
important function which has been suggested for the 
Women’s Voluntary Service by the Red Cross Commis- 
sioner in Delhi. This is badly wanted both in English 
and the Vernacular and it is a constant supply of Books 
and Papers which is wanted, as we are told in many 
places the troops are “starving for literature”. 

There was a time not long past when Stenograph- 
ers were badly needed and I am sure that many would 
have volunteered had they known of the urgent need. 
A Renter will be kept of the names of all volunteers 
aud of their qualifications so that whenever the need 
ariso the demand may be met. 

You will sec Stom the leaflets there are many other 
activities which will fall within the scope of the 
Women’s Voluntary Service, but 1 want to speak to 
y«m about another which is not mentioned tiiete. It 
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has come to my knowledQ;e that amongst Atr Raid 
Casualties theie is a very high percentage of those 
icquirhig blood transfusion, in fact the percentage is 1 
to 10. ^’ou svill have read of the existence in England 
ol Blood Banks w here powdered blood is kept stored 
indefinitely ready for immediate use. That, unfortu- 
nately, is not possible here in India, although partially 
dried blood can be kept for some months, but we can 
be prepared to the extent of blood grouping and of 
having a list of approved volunteers ready against an 
emergaic>’. The blood from donors requires to be 
specially tested as well as grouped. This Blood Donor 
Service is one which is very much needed in Shillong 
even in these days when War is still, we hope, far off. 
Should Air Raids happen in Shillong it will be of vital 
assistance. So I make an urgent appeal for volunteers, 
and I am nut asking anyone to do what I am not pre- 
pared to do myself. I have already submitted to the 
test and been grouped. What I do want to ask you is 
not to volunteer unless you are prepared to go through 
with it and give a pint or so of your blo^. It was 
constantly told us in England that many people would 
be all the better for giving up a little blood and we all 
know of the value the Doctors put on blood letting in 
former days ! So I can assure you that you have 
nothing to fear in this connection. The procedure in 
England in connection with the giving of bloc^ to a 
Blood Bank was that you walked into the building, the 
blood was removed, you lay down for half an hour and 
were given a cup of tea after which you went on with 
the day’s routine. In Shillong I believe 4 days’ holiday 
can be claimed, so if anyone is thinking they would like 
a holiday here is a very good way to achieve it ! The 
Pasteur Institute is a long way away and so Dr. Brown 
has very kindly arranged for the necessary blood Sar 
testing to be taken from any volunteers who go to the 
Lady Kerr Welfare Centre on Mondays or Wednesdays 
at 11.00 o’clock. They cmly need to say that th^ 
wish to be enrolled in the Women’s Vdhintary Service 
Blood Transfuskm Service. 
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It is hopcti to h.uc a Womou’s \'oluntary Service 
reprm ntath «• in t\tr\ \V<*ik Paii\ tlinmtfhout 

As'am. 'I he ‘ Xolunt.iry Scivkc docs not 

ovoilaj) or usui|) the tiiiM tioii-. ol diis other ort’anis.i- 
tiun. Its sole aim is "■s«j\iu lo all VMiac other 
organisations ate alread> aiianging Balls, Concerts or 
Entertainments in aid t>f War Funds the Women’s 
Volunteer Service helps tvhere and how it can. 
Please remember vs e have one right and one privilege 
only and that is to Ite allowed to help where help is 
needed. 

So much for the present time of non-active partici- 

C ation in \\ ar. The time may come and it may not 
e far off when we shall find ourselves called upon to 
endure something of what has been so heroically borne 
by the gallant people in Blitaed Towns. Then we may 
be culled upon to run Rest Shelters and Evacuation 
Gamps, — wholmows ? To quote one example only. 
Miss Broth told me that in a village not very far from 
liverprol it was dmded to start an Evacuees Gamp 
for 300 against a day of necessity and the scoffers said 
never would refugees come out so far from the town. 
When Liverpool became the Victim of one night of 
horror that Camp had to shelter 2,000 evacuees — to 
feed them and probably clothe them. 

I hope that I have been able to give you a brief 
outline of the aims nd objects of the Women’s Volun- 
teer Service and that you will agree they provide a 
convincing answer as to why the Women’s Voluntary 
Service been started here in Assam, 

We have Registration Forms here to-day and I 
hope all who are interested will take one and enrol 
themselves in the Women’s Voluntary Service. There 
is no Registration Fee. It is hoped Badges will be 
available soon at a small cost but our one rule js that 
Badges must be earned by not less than a Moiith^s 
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I feel confident that the response to this Apjjcal 
for enrolment will fully justify tin* step w<‘ have taken 
and that this Women’s \V>luntarv' Service may be the 
means of drawing eveiyone who wishes to help in the 
war effort into one sisterhood of service. 

32. Meeting of Women’s Voluntary Service 
Wardens at the Assam Club ( January 10th, 

1942.) 

Wardens of the Assam Women’s Voluntary Service ! 

I speak to you to-day not for the first time, but 
perhaps for the first time wnen it must be obvious to 
one and all that this work which you have undertaken 
is of great importance in view of the ever more mena- 
cing threat of war drawing nearer to Assam. 

To be prepared is not the act of one who is fear- 
ful or who can be rightly called an alarmist. We all 
know the fate of not only citizens of towns, but of 
whole nations who have, like the ostrich, deliberately 
not seen the danger that is approaching. It is trut 
the danger may never come upon us but we should be 
criminally neg'igible if because of that possibility we 
took no measures to guard the safely of the people. 

Neither I nor anyone else can tell you whether 
Air Raids will come to Shillong, but so long as such a 
possibility exists, the responsibility is on every one of 
us to help in every way we can. As His j^cellency 
the Governor observed at Tinsukia, “Air Raid Precau- 
tions is the business of each one of us,” and it is the Air 
Raid Precautions Officer for Assam who has asked the 
Women’s Voluntary Service to undertake these special 
duties in connection with women and children. 

You who have come forward in response to our 
appeal have set a very splendid example. Mrs. Small, 
the Chief Women’s Voluntary Seivice Warden for Shil- 
long, who should have been with us today but who has 
been called away on account of illness, has been a most 
hosdlHng leader. Her enthusiasm, her drive and mer- 
gf have put real life into this dSfort and you do wdQl to 
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follow her leadership so losally. Mrs. Rahman is 
very ably cairsini: on her work for her and J know 
very well lliat she coininamls not only the allirtion 
but also the trust r)f th<‘ women of this Tow n to a very 
remarkable degree. 

Although yon ha\e these two c.\c(‘llent leaders, 1 
want you all to feel that this is a time w'hen ever)’ one 
of you will find full scope for all the initiative wliich 
you can shew. Tor this reason you will find tliat cer- 
tain broad lines of policy are laid down but the 
methods by which you will carry out this policy arc 
left to you as ii^di vidua Is to organise. 

The maintenance of morale among women is the 
olGclal title of your work and that includes the work 
you are doing now in preparing for Air Raids and the 
work which will be required of you during Air Raids. 

For the benefit of the new Women's \ oluntary 
Service Wardens, I will sketch briefly what has already 
been accomplished. A chain of Women’s Voluntary 
Service Wardens have been appointed throughout the 
length and breadth of Shillong. There are already 43 
of these, and I hope the number will increase. The 
general duties of these Wardens are to give women, 
and especially mothers of families advice as to how to 
protect themselves against casualties caused by flying 
glass by pasting old sari cloth on their window's ; by 
explaining the safely given by slit trenches ; by empha- 
" sisuig &e danger of being on the streets during an Air 
Raid ; and by getting j^oplc familiarised with the 
Women’s Voluntary Service sash or armlet so that they 

K 3W to whom to turn for comfort and help in the 
danger. Ail Women’s Voluntary Service War- 
11 wdeome p^ple to their own shelters, trenches 
cted rooms in their own houses, they will keep 
Md Box ready and give all the help in their 
Each post will have an Air Raid Precaution 
’s Voluntary Sertdee notice at the gate or en- 
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lliiMd* .lie ^ ■.iilt'.iiiiary First Ai<l Pttsts anumt' the 
WanliMc- .iIhI a tiaiiinl Nuis«* will he in diaryo of each. 
Idaaiitl liirln r< fre<.lunfnts will ho provided if necessary 
ami wajin lowiiiii'- lor tlutso injured or frightened. 

A Mohile (lanteen, verj’ kindly lent by Mrs. Small 
.iiKi in.»nn<cib> WeanciFh Voluntar> Serviie personnel 
will be ln*l<l in icadiness to no to an\ place of cmer- 
CeiuN. lliKs Canteen will have a First Aid Party 
atta*. bed to it. 

In the meanwhile this Mobile Canteen is giving 
\er> valuable assistance in Propaganda work. It has 
lueii taken b\ Mrs. Small and her staff U) almost eveiy 
area of Shillong and open air meetings have been held 
aiound it at which the crowds have been addressed in 
the \’ernacular by Mrs. Rahman, Miss Swer and 
others. Many tjuestions have been asked by w’omcn in 
the crowds and much re-aj>surance has been given. 

Meetings have been arranged in Schools and I 
am glad to say that the Headmistresses of some of tlie 
Girls’ Schools were among our first Women’s Voluntary 
Service Wardens. It is hoped that the Headmistresses 
of all the Girls Schtx)ls will join this Warden Service 
so that they may help in giving instruction to the 
children. 

I would like to speak one word of reassurance in 
connection with the children. Very unexpectedly it has 
been proved that children in London have suffered no 
nervous disorders or shock from the aerial bombard- 
ment. So we may have one fear removed, provided 
we keep the children safe by taking advantage of all 
die Air Raid Precaution Measures being provided for 
us we can look forward with fortitude to whatever may 
come. 

I thank you all for this work of national import- 
ance which you are doing and 1 con^tulate you most 
warmly on this proof of your sense of dtiaenship. 
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33. Women*s War Work Party at Jowai (31st 
January, 1912.) 

I must first of all thank you all very much for the 
welcome ^ou 1 a\e given me. Tt was a very great dis- 
appointment til me that I could not come to see you 
in 1939 when His Excellency first visited Jowai but I 
am very happy that His Excellency _ has made it pos- 
sible for me to meet you aU by coming to Jowai for a 
second visit. 

I have tried to keep in touch with the work parties 
by means of the Monthly Circular Letters, which are 
sent round to each one. In them I try to describe 
something of what is being done throughout Assam and 
to tell you how very much your work is appreciated by 
those who have the handling of it and who are respon- 
sible for its distribution. Both the Red Cross Commis- 
sioners of the Middle East and of Malaya as well as the 
Chief Commissioner in India have asked me to assure 
you that your hospital supplies are getting to the Hos- 
pitals and that they are a tremendous help. The same 
may be said of the Woollen Comforts for the Troops. 
So you may rest assured that not only are your efforts 
appreciated but that they are a very definite contribu- 
tion to India’s war effort. If sometimes you feel weary 
of making innumerable bandages or Pyjamas or knit- 
ting successive scarves which seem endless in length, 
take firesh heart from this knowledge that you are by 
that much helping some sick or wounded soldier in 
Hospital or helping a fit man in the fighting zone to 
keep fit by the warmth which you have given to him. 
I know you will agree with me that it is the very least 
we can do for those who are giving all for us. 

May I make just one plea to you all ? This war 
is being fought for all we hold most dear, Unity, Toler- 
ance and Freedom. For these principles men are ready 
to their lives. How should we fail to uphold Aese 
imiritual values ? Please do not think that 1 am asking 
all Work Parties to amalgamate into one, it is ofien 
more emsvenient to have several smaller ones, there is 
nothing in that, but until we can promote in ourselves 
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the same spirit of unity and help towards e.ach other as 
is shewn by those who arc suffering the h.udships of 
war, we are not doing our utmost to help to bring 
about the brave new world wc all look for when these 
terrible days are ended. 

I think you may know that I was in England in 
the critical months after the fall r>f France when Britain 
stood alone and at bay as the last bulwark against the 
forces of aggression. An invasion seemed imminent 
and I saw the BH'zkriog in London at its height. In 
all tliosc days 1 saw the uu<.sl womlcrful .sj)irit shots n by 
all, those who had lost their homes and all their posses- 
sions were taken care of by others more ftrtunatc than 
themselves. There was no despair, no <listinetions bet- 
ween rich and poor, everyone wa'^ a friend to tliose in 
need. It was a wonderful ret elation and I have no 
doubt whatever that the same spirit would be shewn by 
all of you here in the face of adt ersity. That is the 
spirit which we must ctiltivate in all our dealings so 
that we too may help to bring about the peace for 
which we all long. We are in so large a measure the 
creatures of habit; it is thoughts which make us what 
we are, for thoughts inevitably lead to the spoken word 
and so to deeds. And so I ask you all, everyone of 
you, to cultivate within your hearts the spirit of peace, 
of love and help to all. 

Once more I want to thank you for all you are 
doing and to ask you not to abate your efforts but 
rather to increase them for there is no doubt that wc 
have a long and hard road before us to travel and 
nothing short of our utmost effort will avail to take us 
safely to that haven where we would all be. 


34. China Day’s Addbress in ShiUoagb (March 

7th, m2). 

1 speak to you esfKcially, girls of the Shillong 
Schools, on this day which has been specially devoted 
to China. Perha]^ few of us here know anything 
about China beyond the place it holds on the map of 
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the World and the fact diat the Chinese are the best 
Carpenters and Shoemakers in our midst. Recently, 
however, we have all read or heard of the visit to 
India of Madame Chiang Kai-Shek, the very able and 
gracious wife of the Generalissimo. The utterances 
she made have scored a deep impression upon the 
minds of the women of India. Her words will be 
treasured for all time, and just as when a stone is 
dropped into the still waters of a pool the smooth sur- 
face is broken and the ever widening ripples stretch to 
the farthest edge of the waters so will her words have 
sunk into the hearts of her listeners and who can tell 
where the results will end. 

Let us consider for a moment what it is that has 
made of this Chinese Lady such an arresting persona- 
lity. She has been well-educated, so have countless 
others. She is burning with patriotism, the lovx of 
her own country, so are thousands, nay millions, of 
Indian women. Then what is it she has that is not 
shared by any others in India? I thir^ Madame 
Chiang Kai-Shek has given us the answer in the motto 
she has chosen for China — “All for one and one for 
all”. 

By means of this lodestar she and those women 
who followed her lead have in the course of 20 years 
done more than anyone else to present to the world 
today a China united as one, suffering greatly it is 
true but with superb unflinching courage standing up 
year after year to the horrors of war, against vastly 
superior mechanisation with the one umhaken resolve 
to endure whatever has to be endured until victory is 
won. 

Here is a great inspiration for the girls of to-day, 
for the women of to-morrow. Here is the true result 
of the education of women. Here is the compelling 
reasem why India should attend to the upbringing of 
her/his above every other presdng need. Herealwve 
all M the reason why women should be treated with 
die roqpect and veneration that is alas ! ofttm so sadly 
lachhBg in this great country. 
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1 wa<s once told of Amy Mollison, who you will 
remember went to London as a Typist on 2") shillings 
a week and earned for herself the name of the most 
fomous airwoman of our time, that she had a mind 
like a sih er spear. Never once did she ssverve from 
her purpose which was to learn to fly and by dint of 
that singleness of purpose and that unshaken confi- 
dence she achieved her life’s ambition. 

Everyone of you here to-day could ri-jC to great 
heights had you the requisite steadfastness of faith and 
puipose, but ^o become great you must think great, 
there must be no selfislmess in your purpose, there 
must be no littleness in your thoughts, no hatred for 
others apart from a righteous burning indignation 
against wrongdoers and always there must be the deep 
humility which recognises the vastnc'.s of the ages, the 
the greatness of God and the littleness of otu selves. 

So to you I say, aim high, look wide, tliink deep 
and so may you in course of time be found worthy to 
take your place in future years among the women of 
India who will have made of their county what all 
the world is waiting for and longing to see, India 
united and therefore free. 


35. St. Edboauad’s College, Sliilloiig 

I want to tell you how very pleased we are with 
the effort you have made to-day to help along the war 
in this way. You do not need me to tell you that 
this awful conflict could better be described as a 
Crusade against Evil. The powers of Evil are very 
strong and so we cannot expect an easjr victory but 
that there will be victory of good over evil there can 
be no doubt, and you, each and everyone of you, by 
helping as you are able, can become a Crusader in 
this Fight. On behalf of His Excellency and myself I 
thank ^ou all for this eflort which you have made and 
which incidentally we have much enjoyed. 



86 


VI. StJPPLEMENTARY 

1. Annqal General Meeting of the Assam Indus- 
tries Association ,^16th April, 1942j 

You have the Third Annual Report of the Assam 
Industries Association in your hands. Besides the 
ordinary’ matter contained in a Report you will fi^ 
there arc 2 Appendices. The first one is Major 
McCall'si Statement to the Benijal Industrial Survey 
Committee. Major and Mrs. McCall who are, as 
you know, the Joint Organisers of the Lushai Hills 
Cottage Industries, have built up a wonderful Industry 
adapted to the life and the needs of the hill people 
amongst whom they live. The whole fabric of the 
Industry is interwoven with the uplifting of the stand- 
ard of life ; self-help is the keynote of the whole enter- 
prise ; good work receives its just and fair reward, no- 
thing but work that is well done is accepted but all 
good work is recompensed by the giving of a bonus, 
half of which is spent on village welfare. We com- 
mend this document to your notice as it describes the 
first example of a successful^ attempt in Assam to 
receive a Cottage Industry which was dying out and 
to adapt it to the life of the people and yet meet the 
exigencies of modem day trade conditions. The Joint 
Organisers have encountered many difficulties but they 
have surmounted them all and in building up this 
Cottage Industry on solid foundations have inspired 
confidence in tire Hill People, the value of which can- 
not be overestimated in these days. It would be a 
tragedy indeed if these splendid efforts were allowed to 
fail wnen the pe^nal financial backing provided by 
the Joint Organisers has to be removed. The Associa- 
tion will, we hope, come to the rescue, as recommend- 
ed by the Working Committee, and take over this very 
solvent concern and cherish it as something which, we 
hope, may be an example to others in other parts of 
the Province, and a guide to them in what is tmques- 
tionably a very intricate problem. 
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The times arc not propitious, a sense of (Miuion 
may advise delay, but the Joint Orfi'anisei's. arc not 
being caught napping, and already their efforts are 
being directed to war-time requirements in order to 
counteract any expected slump in the market for their 
ordinary goods. Before deciding our course it would 
be well to face the alternative, and that, should we not 
take over this concern, would inevitably be the giadual 
withdrawing of the Joint Organisers' Capital and the 
final extinction of a splendid example of how British 
rule and British endeavour has shewn the way to a 
whole people how to raise themselves and their sons 
and daughters out of the slough of poverty and des- 
pondency to a fuller and better standard of life. 

As regards the 2nd Appendix, it is an example of 
how our Honorary Secretary and Trcasuier have 
laboured in order to lighten the labours of those who 
run the Association, and to show them how to avoid 
mistakes which must inevitably result in clogging the 
wheels of the machinery. Besides this Appendix 
Mr. Hayley has drawn up a very comprehensive Rules 
of business Booklet. This is the first time the Business 
Rules have been put on paper and wc all owe him a 
great debt of gratitude for the prodigious amount of 
work he has accomplished. We are confident that it will 
be the greatest help to all who come ^ter us in keeping 
the administration on a business footing. Mr. Hayley 
is to give up his work as our Honorary Secretary and 
Treasurer because of the increasing demands upon his 
time. I know I shall be voicing all your thoughts 
when I express to him our warmest thanks for all that 
he has done for us. 

When I addressed you at our last Annual General 
Meeting we were in an exceedingly perilous condition. 
As I said then, the Report made sorry reading but I 
cannot speak highly enough of the courage and tena- 
city with which the Working Committee diouldcred &e 
burden, threw themselves into the work of HMjrganisatkwi 



and h) in vci-laillnt; jMiu'iut and indiMrj 
raised die A^mm iatii 111 <l«ur «f all ib fnilianaviiu uis. 
Every debt was paid in tiul and iliank> to the devoted 
labouis* of the Ladict. we iate llie world today on sure 
ground confident in eiiir ability to tonliiiue this work 
which we all feel is Jielpiny the poor people of this 
Province to raise iheniscl\e» by the work of their hands 
to a better standard <jf Ih big. The Association owts 
it wannest thanks to ah who can ice! on undaunted in 
tlie face of a crippling burden. To Mr. Glass i\ho 
shewed ns the way back to solvency, drew up the new 
basis, upon which we were to w ork and who set 
lirnily on the road to a happier state of altair's we can 
nc\’cr express our tlianks adcciuately. 1 think the fact 
that we have such a good Audit Note to place before 
you is sulficient proof of how excellently he derised 
the new system for us. Tlie Association will never 
forget all it owes to him. 

Once again we have to thank all those who have 
run the Tea Room ior us, for tlic great part they have 
played in supplementing the finances of the Associa- 
tion. I am confident wvre this Tea Room ever to dis- 
appear tliere would be a gap in the life of Shillong 
which it would be found difiicult to fill. 

As regaixls the progress made in the Clottage In- 
dustries of the Prorince you can read the details for 
youreelves in the Report. The sad fate that befell the 
Sadiya Village Industries reflects no discredit on those 
who tried so hard to start lliem, the position was 
fraught witli difficulties and the times were not propi- 
tious. The Naga Hills Industries liavc halted upon 
their way but I have no doubt that when happier 
times come the foundations winch have been laid so far 
will help these Hills people in the same way as the 
Lushai Hills people have been helped. 

The South Lushai Hills have sprung into the pic- 
ture very much this year and it may well be that the 
polky adopted with them of taking what is produced 



I*\ i!u- L ii^Ii.uh ihcmvt l\(s ;iml tuniini? snih produrn 
itlto .HIM Irs of um* (hu* vs hirli would suc- 

t «Td \sHl in tin’ N'.iaa 


\\V air daih the* War l>rnu(i;ht clnspr to us 

hrrr. This need not civo tise to panie or consterna- 
tion. Heel (dll si nml that vs e sliould, as iiis Excel- 
lein V has said, pursue cuir norma) \sav^ contident in 
the al/iliiv of »»ur Force's to liold tlie enemy at bay. I 
n*alis»‘ with \o>i tliat thcM* are not days in which people 
spend money Hi^lnh and it Itehov’cs us to concentrate 
on sue h articles as will ))rim? customers to <>ur t^oors. 
Should shopkeepers dec in panic we ran provide an 
antidote and do vahiabh* work in belpiuR to maintain 
tin* Morale oi tin* people of Shillong. Even should 
evacuation c»)mc upon us, aiul h is as well to look the 
ssorst scjuareiy in the face, it would be a comparatively 
simple matter to cl»>se down temporarily and resume 
busmes.s in happier times. 

It is with the greatest regret that 1 leave you in 
such times but I am confident that you will .successfully 
come through the present uncertain times by shewing 
the same dauntless couarge, the same steadfastness and 
tenacity of purpose which has characterised your work 
during the last 12 months. 


iVssam has much for which to thank you all, we 
may not know the people whom we benefit but I have 
no doubt whatsoever that through your efforts and 
your unceasing toil many poor weavers have been 
helped to a suuiciency of the necessities of life at least 
and you will have saved much of the beautiful indige- 
nous art of Assam for posterity. I know very well that 
you all consider this sufficient reward for aU your 
labours and even if you do not receive the pnuse and 
thanks which is due to you from the Government the 
benefits to the humble workers are no less tangible and 
acceptable. X sincereXy hope that your w<»k may one 
day be nsttably recogpoiaed. 
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2. Awtiwal General Meeting of the Tuberculosis 
Association of Assam. (14th Aprils 1942) 


In prc%ntir^ to you tlie 2nd Annual Report of 
the Tuberculosis Association of Assam i have to ex- 
plain that Uie Honorary Secretary, Major Haythornth- 
waite has been called away on War Service and his 
work is being very ably carried on by Dr. Dey who has 
been the Honorary* Assistant Secretary since the Asso- 
ciation started and who has done the majority of the 
work for a long time. He deser\'es our gratitude. We 
must all regret the absence of Major Haythomthwaite 
who has built up for himself an outstanding position 
in these matters. I have spoken before of the debt that 
.i^sam owes to him and indeed to all the Members 
of the various Committees who have tried so hard to 
build up a really worthwhile scheme on the very slender 
resources of this Province. 

Colonel Hesterlow handed over the Honorary 
Secretaryship to Major Haythomthwaite on the 5th 
August 1941. The Association has much to thank 
Colonel Hesterlow for the very comprehensive 1st 
Annual Report was drawn up by him and entailed a 
great deal of work. It was he who piloted the Asso- 
ciation through the shoals of Registration and I know 
you will join me in a very hearty vote of thanks for all 
he did tot this Association during the time he was 
in Shillong. 

Colonel Shcott, Chairman, is also away on War 
Service but I know very well that you will always be 
able to rely upon his wise advice and you can look 
forward to his return when the very valuable work 
upon which he is engaged i^ compleira. His work as 
Chairman of this Amomtzon will be carried on by 
(Lionel Anderson, who has been associated with us 
since the beginnliigt 
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The accounts ha\c been looked after b> no less a 
person than the Gontpirollei hitn^elf. We leel \\c ate 
in good hands and are grateful to .\fr. (,lass foi the 
help he has given U's at all times. 

The Lady Reid Clinic I tindetstind. neiuK 
completed and 1 hope it may be not htiig betore it is, 
opened. I feel it is an honour to base m\ name .i'«so- 
ciated with it. 

Tlie Sanatorium is to base it^ htundation stone 
laid today and of any Stones l.tid m l.iith anil hope in 
spite of tlireatcning clouds this must take pride of plan*. 

Nothing but the diic and urgent need ]m‘\ ailing 
would justify this but I feci suit that you will tiphold 
our action as the alternative would have Ixen to deprive 
the Province of all hope of a Sanatorium foi many 
years to come. It was the late Min stry who plated at 
our disposal the funds wliich logcthci with our own 
resources made the constniclion of these two institu- 
tions possible and wc should not forget to at know ledge 
with gratitude the service which they have thereby ren- 
dered to the province. Wc owe our thanks too to the 
Contractors who have undei taken to do this work for 
the Association in spite of all difficulties and of all ris- 
ing costs. I hope that by tlie time tliis Building is com- 
pleted the threat of war may have been pushed far back 
from the Frontiers of Assam, and the ^oplc of Assam 
may have restored to them the blessings of peace to en- 
joy the loveliness of their land. 

We hoped to welcome delegates from the ’Districis 
at this Annual General Meeting. It may be that none 
are able to come in these times but wc nope that the 
practice of delegates coming to present their Branches 
is one which will be adopted more and more through- 
out ffie succeeding years so that the Tuberculosis Asso- 
ciation dT Assam may be indeed a provinml Associa- 
tion. Free discussion will always be invited and 
suggestion from District Branches will be cardfullyconsi- 
dered. It is to be hoped that the esipen advice and 
asristance wfaidt our trained woiiuss wiB always be 
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read) to place at the disposal of the branches nniII be 
asked for and a(‘teple<l so that money may not be was- 
ted or spent unsuit.il)lv and that the suflereis from this 
discm>e may ret cite benefit to the utmost of this Asso- 
ciation's lesources. It is foi this reason that \se ask 
the District Branches to mertjc themselves in the Am.o- 
ciation and thercb> reap mote benefit than they could 
by rcmaininif outside it. 

For m> own p.irt the time has come for me to 
leave you. It is with deejjest regret that I sever my 
connection with this Association. I had hope tef see 
much more tangible evidence of all our labour, I had 
wished to leave the ISanatorium a completed building, 
but pcrliaps that is Life, one sows and another reaps. 
So long as the day of reaping (omes it does not 
matter who.se arc the hands that help to sow. It will 
be for this Association to foster the work and bring it 
to completion. I know that I can safely leave that to 
you all and that in the years to come many sufferers 
will have cause to bless the work of your hands. 

I cannot conclude without expressing our gratitude 
to all who work whether as Salaried Members of the 
Staff or as Voluntary Doctors. Dr. Deb, as you know, 
is due to return shortly after his training in Tuberculo- 
sis work and I am sure the Province will benefit from 
the expert knowledge he will have gained. 

I feel you would like me to express our gratitude 
to our patron, His Excellency the Governor, for his 
constant readiness to help. 


3. layitig of the Fowtdatioii Stone of the Tnber^ 
cnlos^ Sanatosinm in ShOlong, (14th April, 1942). 

As President of the Tuberculosis Association of 
Assam it is my privilege to welcome His Excdfiency as 
the patron of our Association, to be with us on this 
occasion of the laying of the Foundation Stone of our 
fhtnre Sanatorium. 



93 


Your Evrclicnry knows more than anyone else how 
many (HRh ulties there luse been to surmount and it is 
especially sscKomc to us that you should be here today 
lor without your help and constant advice sve could 
not hast- succeeded in reac hing this stage. 

It is an especial ^tisfaction to me because many 
generous bcnelactors in Assam have from time to time 
entrusted me with their donations for this puipose. I 
should not have cared to leave Assam without seeing 
tliat the promises I made to them on behalf of the 
Association were svithin sight of fulhment. 1 know 
that it seems to some that this is not the time to build 
svith the enemy at our gat«, also I realise that the 
difficulties are many, but the po.sition of sufferers from 
this disease is even more desperate because d these 
conditions, the greater the delay the more desperate the 
conditions become and so I am glad indeed that the 
A'.sociation has not werved from its purpose but in 
hope and confidence continues with its progmmme. 
May we not trust that God the Compassionate and 
ali'Merciful will guard this sincere endeavour to help 
the sufferers from this dread disease? 

It is a very real regret that our Honorary Secre* 
tary cannot be with us on this occasion. The whole of 
the Tuberculosis y/oA in the Province has been guided 
and directed by Major Haythomthwaite over the last 
S years. Assam owes him a big debt of gratitude and 
on behalf of the Association I would like to expres our 
admiration for all that he and the able staff under his 
direction have achieved. Dr. B. Dey has done a 
prodigious amount of work, and he is very adaquatdy 
bearing the whole burden d the Honorary Secretary’s 
work at this most difficult time. I commend him 
wannly for his unfaltering determinatioB to see this 
project thi^h to a successful concluriw. 


A. a. r. ^ f. I.) Nd. 





